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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


MR. JOHN BETFEMAN has been appointed a member of the 
Royal Fine Art Commission. p. 727 


WORK AT A TRAINING SCHOOL for a oes om 
tenants’ association is described on p. 745 


THAT THERE IS MUCH TO BE DONE by the United 
Kingdom section of the Anglo-American Council on Productivity 
is pointed out in a report by the Council whose work as a joint 
Anglo-American body has now ended. Steps have been taken 
to establish a British Productivity Council. p. 748 


THE VIEW that the Town and Country Planning Act must be 
altered very soon if the housing programme is not to fall con- 
siderably below the Government’s target is expressed in an 
article by Mr. R. W. Porter. p. 749 


“IF PRODUCTIVITY is to be maintained or increased, and 
continuity of work assured for the essential labour force, all 
impediments to the settlement of accounts in proper time must 
be removed.” This statement has been issued by a conference 
held in London recently. p. 750 


OLDBURY DISTRICT COUNCIL has dismissed a building 
contractor for the alleged slow progress made in hinges, 
housing contract. p. 75 


THE SANITARY INSPECTORS’ WORKING PARTY 
invite evidence from persons or bodies interested in their 
investigations. p. 754 


CEMENT IMPORTS from the Continent are to cease forthwith. 
Urgent steps to increase the supply of British cement to the 
North-East and to Scotland are being taken. p. 755 

















PROPER STUDIES AND FALSE 
ECONOMIES 


THE proper study of mankind, we are taught, is man. 
The architect is finding that he still has quite a lot to 
learn about “ the other fellow ” and how he lives and thinks. 
This knowledge can be gained at first hand, given the time 


and. the will. But there is another “ proper study ’’—what 
the other fellow used to be like, and how in the past he lived 
and thought. This study, which often has a surprisingly 
direct bearing on contemporary problems, can be pursued 
only at one place removed, that is through the antiquary, 
whose workshop is the museum which houses the tangible 
results of his field-work and also provides the proper activities 
and atmosphere for research. 

The phrase “ dry as dust” is often thoughtlessly applied 
to museums. But it is a rich dust, and potentially fertile if 
irrigated by imagination and enthusiasm. Fortunately, the 
violent and illogical-swing of the pendulum away from history 
and- tradition in training.for the arts seems now to have 
stabilised itself. The past is now regarded in proper perspec- 
tive, not so much as a copy-book from which a “ wealth of 
old hoax ” can be lifted piecemeal to clothe our architecture 
in fancy dress and inspire period reproductions, but rather as 
showing how other people with basically similar needs and 
aspirations tackled and solved their problems in the light of 
contemporary conditioning factors. 

Contrary to popular belief, these factors have seldom 
inhibited but often accelerated progress. Good design 
thrives on difficulties. The serious student will find comfort 
in the fact that his own problems, the conflicting needs and 
preferences of people, economic stringency, shortages of 
materials and labour, bureaucratic frustrations, are all echoed 
in a past that we are apt too readily to picture as spacious, 
golden and halcyon. 

He will also discover with what speed and gusto our fore- 
fathers seized upon and exploited the latest scientific or 
technical developments in the service of their contemporary 
art. How, for instance, the Renaissance, the classical and other 
“ revivals” were not mere passing fashions but concerted 
movements affecting not only the visual arts but also the 
music and literature of the period, and were even reflected 
in its thought and morals. 

Are we after all so “‘ modern” ? Need we so often stand at 
the parting of so many ways in architectural trends? Do 
we overrate or underrate fashion? Are we not wasting time 
in debating whether buildings should look as contemporary 
as they must inevitably be? Has it all happened before : ? 
These and other intriguing questions emerge from even the 
most superficial excavation, by the lively and inquiring mind. 

Those who followed the protective and salvage work of the 
Allied Sub-commissions for Monuments, Fine Arts and 
Archives in war-torn countries will know what importance 
attached to the specialised field of Archives. They were not 
only a part of the heritage which it was the victors concern 
to respect and preserve for the world, but also an essential 
cross-section of the local and national life to guide the 
planning of a just and wise military government and rehabilita- 
tion. This is not to speak of the priceless, but all too vulner- 
able contents of museums and art-galleries, and the steps 
which have been proposed to apply in good time the lessons 
learnt from previous wars to their systematic protection as a 
matter of international responsibility. 

It is therefore with very real regret that we learn that as an 
economy measure the Museum ’of the Public Record Office in 
London closes this month to the general public. It is also a 
shock to realise that institutions, like people, can become the 
victims of that new bogy “ redundancy,” from causes which 
may be inevitable, but which the public is in no position to 
question. 

What may apparently start as “ staff reductions ” may well 
become the thin end of a wedge driven between ourselves 









































LEVER HOUSE, NEW YORK. A portion of New York’s famous 
skyline is reflected on the glass side of the building, which is situated in 


Park Avenue. The offices are designed on the open plan, and have been 

so arranged that no desks are more than 25 ft. from a window ; private 

offices have been kept to a minimum. Thearchitects for the new building 
are Messrs. Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, of New York. 
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and things which “ we always meant to visit but somehow 
never got around to it.” 


But any guilty feeling that lack of public interest has 
influenced the decision to close is in this particular case 
dispelled by the fact that attendances at the Public Record 
Office Museum are believed, if anything, to have risen lately. 
Thus, what on the face of it seems an unusually cheeseparing 
example of official parsimony becomes all the more inexplic- 
able. While we may kick ourselves for not having realised in 
time that such treasures as Domesday Book, the Gunpowder 
Plot documents, the Log of H.M.S. Victory at Trafalgar, 
Inigo Jones and Wren relics were as close under our noses as 
Chancery-lane, it seems only human to express pained regret 
to those who incontinently snatch such things away from us. 

There is some consolation in the statement that facilities 
will still be provided for students in the Search Room, but 
the dismaying fact is that the Public Record Office Museum is 
the first one to be shut completely to the general public. 
It is not an isolated case, since parts of the Tate Gallery, the 
British Museum and other major collections have recently 
been shut, and since national economy is the pretext the 
process may well continue, and without public consultation. 


Whether we are occasional. visitors, serious students or 
mere escapists from an uncomfortable present or unkind 
weather, the clang of the doors and the cry of “all out” 
send a chilly note down corridors which already seem empty 
and echoing and the more enticing as they recede from us. 
These cuts, moreover, come at a time when for our pleasures 
we are likely to have increasingly to turn to the real treasure, 
however dusty from our own neglect, and away from the 
glitter of a modern civilisation which we are less and less 
able to afford. 


It is to be hoped that these and any future closings can 
to some extent be offset by compression, weeding-out or 
rearrangement of what remains of a patrimony which, in our 
hearts, we probably prize more than we care to admit or 
show. 








NOTES & NEWS 


P.R.ILB.A. IN. CANADA 


EWS from Canada indicates that 
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Henderson 
have had a reception by Canadian archi- 
tects which has certainly put the ‘‘ Royal ” 
into R.I.B.A. “Our trip,” writes Mr. 
Spragg ‘“‘ has been a great success and we 
have made hosts of friends. Wonderful 
hospitality and kindness, and the President 
has had a great reception wherever we 
have been.” 

This is excellent news. Canadian 
architects have felt for some little time 
that the ties with the Mother Institute 
have been a little tenuous. The President’s 
tour is just what has’been wanted, and we 
hope that he may make an opportunity on 
his return to tell his members something 
of a trip which is oné of the most fascinat- 
ing in the world. 










































SOUTH BANK DEMOLITIONS 


THE large crowd of technicians who 
gathered at the South Bank Festival site 
lately to see a span of the prestressed 
concrete footbridge tested to destruction 
were able to get glimpses of the progress of 
the other demolition work now in progress. 
Some of the pavilions, such as the Homes 
and Gardens, were already reduced to an 
unrecognisable state, and others were 
stripped down to a mere skeleton Little 
remained to be done to remove all trace 









































of the much admired Lion and Unicorn 
Pavilion; the roof and walls had gone, and 
only a few steel columns remained to 
mark its outline. 

On the other side of the dividing 
Hungerford Bridge, the Transport 
Pavilion had also been stripped to its 
“bones”’; the top of the skylon was 
being shorn off piece by piece—incident- 
ally, its very considerable size, formerly 
masked by its graceful symmetry, seemed 
much more apparent in its truncated state 
—by men working within its framework ; 
and the last aluminium sheets were being 
stripped from the roof of the Dome of 
Discovery, revealing once more the intri- 
cate geometrical patterns of the roof 
members. 

There was an air of sadness about the 
scene of destruction, relieved only by the 
work on the River Walk, where, river- 
wards of the Festival Hall, topsoil was 
being placed in position evidently in 
readiness for the laying out of part of the 
riverside gardens. 


COLOUR IN INDUSTRY 


EXPERIENCE has shown that work places 
can be given internal colour decorations 
on walls, machinery, benches and desks 
in a way that will provide aesthetic satis- 
faction and mental invigoration to the 
persons there at work. 

For the past 16 years the British Colour 
Council has been consulted to an increas- 
ing extent upon this subject of colour and 


light in industry and from a spasmodic 
beginning in the early stages inquiries 
multiplied during the war, when the 
development of the subject came to be. one 
of necessity to increasé production and 
reduce absenteeism in the national effort. 
Since the end of the war the Council has 
prepared schemes for a large number of 
firms engaged upon various types of 
industry. Much research has been con- 
ducted and many experiments made to 
ensure the most satisfactory results. The 
results of this research are now shown, 
for the benefit of those to whom they may 
be of service, in an exhibition being held 
at the headquarters of the British Colour 
Council, at 13, Portman-square, London, 
W.1. 

Opening the ‘exhibition on May 2, 
Mr. David Eccles, Minister of Works, 
said it showed what could be done in this 
field to improve production and human 
relations in industry. The exhibition, 
which is open on Mondays to Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 
9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m., will remain open 
until May 30. 


LEONARDO AND APPRENTICES 


LAST WEEK’S VISIT by apprentices of its 
member firms to the Leonardo da Vinci 
exhibition, arranged by the London Master 
Builders’ Association, was an unqualified 
success, for which the Association must 
take full credit. About 20 of the boys 


who formed the invited party (there are 
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to be others) were taken round the 
Exhibition at Burlington House, by Sir 
Gerald Kelly, P.R.A., and some of his 
Academicians, and they were entertained 
bv Mr. Woodbine Parish to dinner at the 
Cafe Royal. Sir Gerald, Mr. Henry 
Rushbury, R.A., Mr. W. T.:Monnington, 
R.A., and Sir Robert Hyde, founder of 
the Industrial Welfare Society, also hon- 
oured the dinner with their presence. 
The boys found the exhibition of great 
interest (‘Beats me how the chap could 
have done it all in one lifetime,” was one 
comment) and the L.M.B.A. may well feel 
that, as a result of its imaginative thought, 
a most useful piece of further education 
has been done. 


T.C.P.A. ANNUAL MEETING 


THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, Dr. Gar- 
BETT, who was re-elected president of the 
Town and Country Planning Association 
at its annual meeting in London on 
April 24, said that it was necessary for the 
health, safety, and happiness of the 
people that the continued development 
of great towns should be checked. 

Many children had no experience of 
real home life. The broken home was 
frequently due to overcrawding and bad 
housing. He recognised fully the neces- 
sity for some tenement flats, but these 
great blocks of buildings did not give the 
same opportunity of a full home life as a 
separate house with a little garden. The 
ideal was to build many more small houses 
away from the crowded towns. 

DAME EVELYN SHARP, deputy secretary 
of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, said that in practically all the 
new towns a position had been reached in 
which it would be possible now to build 
houses quite fast. In the eight new 
towns near London it should be possible 
to build anything from 1,500 houses a 


year. 


‘“ MORE HOUSES ” 


BELIEVING that a wider use of British 
Standards would assist productivity in the 
housing drive by canalising demands of 
designers and builders and thus helping 
manufacturers to plan their production, 
the British Standards Institution, 24, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1, has produced a 
leaflet, ‘‘ More Houses,” giving a selected 
list of British Stamdards and Codes of 
Practice particularly applicable to houses. 

At first sight even this list looks some- 
what formidable, and makes one ponder 
on the growing complexities of life. On 
closer inspection, however, it will be seen 
that not nearly all the standards or codes 
are required for building one type of 
house; for example, 17 Standards or 
Codes are referred to under the heading of 
Floor Finishes, yet few houses would have 
more than, say, three types of floor. 


AI_.A. ANNUAL CONVENTION 
THE IMPORTANCE of the design of build- 


ings in forming environments for human . 


activity will provide the theme of the 84th 
annual convention of the American Insti- 
tute of Architects, which is to be held in 
New York City from June 24 to 27. A 
final programme with the names and 
subjects of all speakers will be announced 
early in May. 
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The great gain in building technology 
which has given to-day’s architects un- 
paralleled resources with which to create 
new environments, will receive special 
emphasis. The theme of the building 
products exhibit, “‘ Structural Resources 
for Architectural Design,” will carry out 
this idea. Executive arrangements for 
the exhibition have been undertaken by 
the Producers’ Council, 1001, Fifteenth- 
street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

In the technical sessions a major focus 
of interest this year will be the relation of 
structure to theconservation of materials, 
an aspect of building that is being forced 
upon architects by the requirements of 
the American defence effort. The pro- 
gramme will include material on pre- 
stressed concrete, thin shell vault and 
dome construction, prefabricated structural 
unit construction in concrete, reinforced 
brick masonry, aluminium as a structural 
frame material, and trends in structural 
design theory applied to reinforced con- 
crete and steel, including welded steel. 


ROYAL FINE ART COMMISSION 


IT Is ANNOUNCED from 10, Downing 
Street, that the Queen has approved that 
Mr. John Betjeman ‘be appointed a 
member of the Royal Fine Art Commission 
in succession to Sir Kenneth Clark, who 
has resigned. 


A.B.S. ANNUAL REPORT 


THE ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
lost two of its vice-presidents by the death 
of Mr. H. Greville Montgomery, Hon. 
A.R.I.B.A., in December last year, and of 
his son, Mr. Hugh Montgomery, Hon. 
A.R.I.B.A., a short time after. Both 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, MAY 16 
INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS AND R.D.C 
Surveyors’ AssociaTION.—Discussion on “ Free Water 
Connections ” and ‘‘ Cathodic Protection of Water 


Mains.” County Hall, St. Helen’s-street, Ipswich 
11 a.m. 
ROYAL INSTITUTION.—“ The Science of Domestic 


Heating,’”’ by Mr. J. S. Hales, B.Sc. 21, Albemarle- 
street, W.1. 9p.m. (In place of cancelled meeting.) 
MONDAY, MAY 19 

Roya. Society OF Arts.—Second of three lectures 
on “ The Festival of Britain in Retrospect,’’ by Sir 
—_ Barry. R.S.A., John Adam-street, W.C.2. 

p.m. 

RoyaL Society OF ArTs.—Opening of exhibition of 
winning and commended designs in 1951 Industrial 
Art Bursaries Competitions. (Daily 10 a.m.—5.30 p.m., 
Saturday, 10 a.m.—12.30 p.m.) Continuing open 
until May 30. 

R.1.C.S. (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—“ The Effect of 
Recent Legislation on the Relationship between Land- 
lord and Tenant,’’ by Mr. K. Atkinson, F.R.I.C.S., 
12, Great George-street,S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

EccLesIoLocicaL Socrety.—‘ A Comparison of 
Fonts in Bedfordshire and Wiltshire,’ by Messrs. A. G. 
Randle Buck and John J. Edmunds. Archbishop 
Davidson Institute, Lambeth-road, S.E.1. 7 p.m. 

_ TUESDAY, MAY 20 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY.—Reception of 
members attending summer meeting. Winter Garden 
Eastbourne. Official opening May 21 at 10 a.m. 
Continuing until May 23. 

ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN.—27th annual 
conference. Olympia Ballroom, Scarborough. 10 a.m. 
Continuing until May 23. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21 

L.M.B.A. (SouTH-EASTERN AREA).—Luncheon at 
which Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Housing, 
is expected to be present. ‘‘ White Hart” Hotel, 
Bromley. 1 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 22 

STUDENTS’ PLANNING GrouP.—‘‘ Town Planning in 
Kuwait (Persian Gulf),”” by Mr. P. W. Macfarlane 
F.R.L.C.S., M.T.P.I. 28, King-street, Covent Garde 
W.C.2. 6.30 p.m. 
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AcANTHUS — 


“I must say, Godiva, I think it’s 
rather bare, even for Coventry.” 





were generous supporters of the A.B.S. 
The Society pays tribute to them in its 
annual report which has just been issued. 
Through the provision of a stand at the 
Building Exhibition and in various other 
ways, the Montgomerys have enabled the 
Society to raise many thousands of 
pounds. 

An important decision for the A.B.S. 
was made during the year—to apply for 
the incorporation of the Society. This 
is a necessary part of the Society’s plan 
to own and maintain homes for its bene- 
ficiaries, and a scheme is being prepared 
on the advice of the Society’s honorary 
solicitor, Mr. Sydney Redfern. 

The fund for the provision of these 
homes continue to swell, but, needless 
to say, not quickly enough to satisfy some 
of the anxious applicants. 


BARROW ARCHITECT APPOINTED 


Mr. T. B. MitTcHEL, of Grimsby, has 
been appointed chief architect to the 
Barrow Corporation and will commence 
his duties on June 3. 


ARCHITECT’S ESTATE 


Mr. Ropert ANGELL, L.R.I.B.A., of 
Willingdon, Sussex, and Portland-place, 
W.1, left estate valued at £41,298. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. ASHFORD AND TROWER, quantity surveyors, 
now practising at London House, London-road North, 
Lowestoft, and 1, Neale-street, Ipswich, Suffolk, 
announce that as from May 1, 1952, they have taken into 
partnership, Mr. E. W. WaLLER, A.R.I.C.S., and will 
continue to practise as before, but under the style and 
title of MEssRS. ASHFORD, TROWER AND WALLER. 

Messrs. SNELL AND PARTNERS, quantity surveyors, 
announce that they are now practising under the title 
of MESSRS. PEARCE AND SNELL, at 50, Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, W.C.2. Tel. : Chancery 4101. 


“ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, May 15, 1852 

SITE FOR THE CrysTAL PALAce.—We 
understand that the purchasers of the 
Great Exhibition building are in treaty for 
a large plot of land at Sydenham, near the 
station. 


FROM 
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Architecture at the Royal Scottish Academy 


THE BUILDER 


THE EXHIBITION REVIEWED 


From a Special Correspondent. 


F architecture is one reflection of the 
moral, spiritual and physical well- 
being of a nation, then the architectural 
section of this, the 126th annual exhibition 
of the Royal Scottish Academy, is indeed 
indicative of the times in which we live. 

Some minor works of little or no 
architectural value have been hung, and 
with few exceptions all the exhibits are 
from Edinburgh. It seems strange that 
the only attempt to illustrate the Fine 
Arts in Scotland should emanate from 
Edinburgh, and that Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Inverness, Glasgow and the South-West 
of Scotland should be almost entirely 
unrepresented. 

The work of M. W. M. Dudok, the 
distinguished Dutch architect, is refresh- 
ing in what must be considered a very dull 
exhibition. 

The proposed new Roman Catholic 
church at Main-street, Edinburgh, by 
Mr. Peter Whiston (No. 440), is shown by 
a competent water ‘colour perspective. 
The steep roof is reminiscent of Swiss 
work and should prove very satisfactory, 
but the junction of the narthex and the 
main church is not very sound. The 
large glass area at the north gable could 
with advantage be reconsidered. 

The primary school at Colinton Mains, 
for the City of Edinburgh, by Messrs. 
Gordon and Day (No. 442), is a good 
drawing in which the perspective indicates 
a certain lack of cohesion in the several 
units. Mr. Alan Reiach’s alterations at 
No. 7, Albert-terrace, Edinburgh (No. 443) 
consists of several photographs of a small 
reconstruction. The interiors are pleasing 
and the occasional furniture is very satis- 
factory, both in design and in arrangement. 
One of the designs, that by Mr. Leslie 
Grahame-Thomson, R.S.A., submitted 
in competition for Coventry Cathedral 
occupies four frames of plans, elevations 
and sections of the proposed cathedral. 
(No. 444-447.) The drawings are not good, 
being in ink indifferently tinted with 
coloured pencil. The plan appears to be 
unsuited to the site and ill-connected in 
its several parts. The west elevation is 
probably the most satisfactory. Mr. 
Antony Carter Wolffe’s Galloway Cottage 
(No. 448), consists of a frame of photo- 
graphs of a very small cottage recon- 
struction. The cottage has no _ par- 
ticular character, and one questions the 
inclusion of this exhibit in such an 
exhibition. 

Lylesland Church, Paisley, proposed 
new halls and offices, by Messrs. Noad 
and Wallace (No. 449) is shown by a 
drawing similar to the other exhibits by 
the same architects; the incidentals are 
not so prominent in this drawing with 
advantage to the composition. The War 
Memorial Chapel, St. Giles’ Cathedral, 
Edinburgh, by Mr. Esmé Gordon (No. 450) 
is a very creditable little detail drawing. 

A very satisfactory exhibit describes 
M. W. M. Dudok’s scheme for a Cultural 
Centre, Soest (Nos. 451-3). The building 
is simple in character and the plan is 


good. It is a pity that so much unneces" 
sary detail—tables, chairs, etc.—are shown 
on sO many contemporary plans, and in 
this case the incidentals do not improve 
the drawing. Another example of M. 
Dudok’s work, apartment houses for 
elderly people, Amsterdam (Nos. 456-8), 
is a very interesting scheme, the total 
accommodation being divided between 
two blocks of seven floors with a central 
annexe between them. A _ restaurant 
connected with the lift foyer in the centre 
of the length of each block also forms a 
connecting bridge between the blocks 
midway in their height. This is a very 
interesting and well planned scheme, 
illustrated by scale drawings. M. Dudok’s 
design for a Municipal Theatre, Utrecht 
(Nos. 459 and 465) is illustrated by 
photographs and provides a satisfactory 
mass and excellent fenestration. The 
same architect’s scheme for the Royal 
Dutch Steelworks, Velsenijmuiden (Nos. 
460, 466 and 467) is illustrated by photo- 
graphs and is not so successful as most of 
his work. There is a discrepancy in scale 
between the general office fenestration 
and the feature designed to accentuate 
the bridge over the entrance roadway. 
The office entrance is unfortunately so 
close to the works entrance that the 
discrepancy in scale is very apparent. 
Also by M. Dudok, a primary school, 
Hilversum (1921) (No. 461) is a delightful 
scheme which has been widely illustrated. 
The building is illustrated by a photo- 
graph. His design for a primary school 
Hilversum (1925-6) (No. 462) is also 
illustrated by a photograph, and shows 
clearly the influence that Mackintosh had 
on Dudok’s work. Entrance, primary 
school, Hilversum (1928) is a _ detail 
illustrated by a photograph and shows an 
excellent mass (No. 463). 


HILVERSUM TOWN HALL 


Another example of M. Dudok’s work 
is the Town Hall, Hilversum, executed 
1928-31 (No. 464), which is illustrated by 
a photograph and has been widely 
shown. It is one of Dudok’s earlier 
works and is a very able design. The 
Church with Social Centre, Schiedam, 
by the same author, is a work illustrated 
by scale drawings, but rather unfortu- 
nately lacks a good cross section. 'The 
main church is presumably on the first 
floor with small hall and ancillary rooms 
on the ground floor. The plan is interest- 
ing and the elevations are well massed 
and fenestrated. Some indication is 
given of the proposed treatment of brick- 
work. (Nos. 468 to 470.) 


Another example of Dudok’s work 
(Nos. 474-6), School and Cultural Centre, 
Darmstadt, Germany is not a_ very 
impressive scheme. The angles on the 
plan are not helpful to the plan shape and 
are apparently quite unnecessary for the 
general working arrangement. 


Mr. Stanley P. Ross Smith’s proposed 
manse for Hall Church, Edinburgh, for the 
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Church of Scotland (No. 473), is shown 
by a very pleasdnt water colour drawn 
by Valerié M. Currie of a rather unin- 
teresting scheme. 

The exhibit of designs for Coventry 
Cathedral, by Mr. Basil Spence, A.R.S.A., 
O.B.E., (Nos. 480-3), consists of four 
framed perspective drawings. As ex- 
amples of architectural illustration the 
exhibits are excellent, but the design is 
still fluid, and one would like to see 
the building erected before passing com- 
ment. 


RECENT SCULPTURE. 


Some recent sculpture designed by Mr. 
Hew Lorimer, A.R.S.A., and carved by 
him in collaboration with Mr. Maxwell 
Allan, is of a high standard, and has a 
considerable architectural quality. It is 
illustrated by a frame of photographs 
(No. 479). 

Exhibit No. 485 consists of photographs 
of architectural sculpture by Phyllis M. 
Bone, R.S.A., in the general feeling and 
form which one associates with this 
sculptress’s work. ‘The exhibit No. 486 
comprises photographs of further sculp- 
ture by Hew Lorimer, again in collabora- 
tion with Maxwell Allan. The works are 
probably not so satisfactory as those 
illustrated in No. 479. 

More of M. Dudok’s work is to be seen 
in Country House at Hilversum, for 
Princess Fatemeh Khanoum (Nos. 487 
to 489). This scheme is illustrated by 
scale plans, elevations and sections, and 
shows an excellently arranged plan with 
well proportioned and fenestrated ele- 
vations. ‘The same author’s design for a 
Square with Government Buildings, The 
Hague (No. 492), is illustrated by a line 
drawing and is not up to the standard of 
Dudok’s other work. In general massing 
and arrangement of roofs the design of the 
buildings is rather reminiscent of Chinese 
grouping and roof detail. 

In the water colour perspective of the 
Entrance Vestibule, St. Andrew’s Parish 
Church, Edinburgh, by Mr. Esmé Gordon, 
such little detail as there is to show is 
not drawn to advantage, although sympa- 
thetically rendered (No. 493). 

Two framed crayon perspective draw- 
ings are devoted to Edinburgh University, 
Halls of Residence, by Mr. W. Kinin- 
month, A.R.S.A. (Nes. 495 and 500.) 
These have a pleasant warm tone. A 
great deal of foreground and _ incidental 
background in the shape of hills is shown, 
and what little architecture is illustrated 
has a pleasing appearance. ‘The project- 
ing bays on the two buildings with 
cupolas in exhibit No. 500 are not very 
satisfactory. 


THE ROYAL MILE 


The Royal Mile, Edinburgh, and 
restoration and reconstruction scheme, 
Canongate areas, by Mr. Robert A. Hurd 
(Nos. 496 and 501) consist of a coloured 
scale plan and elevations of the buildings 
to Canongate. Colour is to be used here 
and the scheme should attract a good deal 
of interest and attention. 

The scale detail drawing for the new 
pulpit, St. Andrew’s Parish Church, 
Edinburgh by Esmé Gordon (No. 497) 
has been rendered in monotone. It is 2 
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pity that more drawings are not rendered 
in this way. The springing of the arch 
in its relation to the piers on either side 
is not very satisfactory, and the pediment 
might with advantage be reconsidered. 
A crayon perspective of the same type 
as the architect’s illustration for Edinburgh 


‘University is used to depict Mr. W. 


Kininmonth’s proposed Hall for a Scottish 
County Town. 


DUTCH SCULPTURE 


Photographs of Dutch sculptures by 
H. Krop and H. Richtes are shown in 
exhibit No. 499. The work is excellent 
and has an architectural quality, but there 
appears to be a discrepancy in scale on 
the gable decoration at the Police Head- 
quarters, Amsterdam. This discrepancy 
in scale is caused by the large detail of 
the lions in the coat of arms, and the small 
figures supported on brackets below the 
crest. Still in Holland, M. Dudok’s 
Town Hall, Velsenijmuiden (No. 502) is 
illustrated by scale drawings. ‘The plan 
shows a single banked corridor on three 
sides round a closed well, the council 
chamber being extended over the entrance 
to form a porte-cochére. The fenestration 
shown on the elevations is not so satis- 
factory as in the other examples of this 
architect’s work. More photographs of 
Netherlands sculptures by H. Krop, 
are shown in No. 503. The work is 
excellent, bold and virile. 


TWO LARGE MODELS 


Returning to Britain, the Primary 
School, Barmulloch, Glasgow (No. 504), 
by Messrs. Ross, Harvey and Scott, is 
shown by a scale model of a school in the 
contemporary fashion, while a large-scale 
model of the extension to Engineering De- 
partment, Glasgow University, by Messrs. 
J. Keppie and Henderson (No. 505) occu- 
pies a solitary position in the balcony. It is 
noted in the catalogues that Mr. A. 
Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A., is not 
an exhibitor at this exhibition, although 
the authors of this design are noted as 
J. Keppie and Henderson. It is at first 
glance difficult to understand the detail 
of the model, as the windows have been 
coloured strongly in blue and the effect 
is not unlike the tiled design so often 
met with in French railway stations. It 
is difficult to believe that a much more 
satisfactory elevational effect could not 
have been designed, although the initial 
difficulty probably results from the plan 
arrangement. The block appears very 
disjointed and lacks architectural com- 
pleteness. The connection with the main 
University buildings appears from model 
to be a very half hearted effort. The 
stonework is indicated quite traditionally 
and naturally as random rubble on to 
which contemporary concrete features 
and flat roofs have been grafted. 


CITY SHERIFFS 


THE ELECTION of City Sheriffs is to 
take place at a Common Hall in Guildhall 
on June 24. The two candidates are 
Mr. S. H. Gillett and Mr. S. J. Fox, a 
chartered surveyor, who has been a 
member of the Common Council for the 
ward of Bread-street since 1941. 
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CARTOON FOR STAINED GLASS PANEL: ARMS OF MAGDALENE 
COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. BY JOHN TRINICK 





CORRESPONDENCE 


LAY CRITICISM OF 
ARCHITECTURE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read and listened to a lot 
of architectural criticisms or com- 
mentary by laymen and have generally 
found it to be rather remote from reality. 
As your report last week of Mr. Basil 
TJaylor’s address to the Architectural 
Association was apparently a condensed 
one, I may be- doing him an injustice, but 
he appears to have run true to layman’s 
form. Architecture, if it is to be judged 
fairly, must be considered from at least 
five aspects—purpose, plan, construction, 
materials and appearance, the last includ- 
ing colour and texture. How rarely do 
lay critics consider all these factors in 
their approach to contemporary archi- 
tecture. In the whole of your report I find 
the word “ structure,” for instance, used 
only once, and then only to be disregarded. 
“Our interest,” said Mr. Taylor, ‘‘ was 
not in the underlying structure, it was 
much more in the picturesque appearance.” 
Mr. Taylor’s lectufe and the following 
discussion bear this out. There was much 
talk of cultural nationalism, the anti- 
quarian and picturesque self-conscious 
romanticism, classicism and other abstrac- 
tions, but nothing about the very source 
and origin of architecture, i.e. structure. 
Until this is grappled with by critics, 
architectural criticism will continue to be 
remote from reality. We do not expect 
the lay critic to be a technician, but he 
ought to have at least a nodding acquaint- 
ance with contemporary methods of 
construction—structural steel, reinforced 
concrete, prestressed concrete, shell con- 
struction, prefabrication, etc.—and the 
way they have affected, or should affect, 
contemporary architectural expression. 
I am not suggesting that lay critics 
should take a course in design, only that 


when generalising about architecture they 
should show an awareness that there is 
more in it than meets the eye. 

Otp HAnp. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The design of the new Coventry 
Cathedral is‘ so brilliantly original 
that one hesitates to question Mr. Spence’s 
second thoughts on the roof treatment, as 
shown in the drawing reproduced on 
page 701 of your last issue. The new 
lamella-type roof would presumably be of 
pressed steel or shell concrete and should 
not therefore be looked upon as normal 
vaulting, but the termination of each rib 
of the nave roof not against its appropriate 
diagonal column but against a similar rib 
helping to form a transverse vault beyond 
it, gives the roof an oddly unstructural 
appearance, notwithstanding the attractive 
pattern created. May one hope that Mr. 
Spence will give further study to this 
feature of his remarkable design ? 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—If the captions beneath the four 
excellent illustrations on pp. 694-5 

of your last issue are covered there is no 
difficulty in identifying the subjects as a 
cathedral, an office block, a civic centre 
and a power-station; each a thrilling 
conception and displaying that fitness for 
purpose which needs no label ; but if the 
Coventry Cathedral illustrations on p. 697 
are similarly treated, what are our specu- 
lations ? I would submit the following : 
The two beautiful condensers indicate a 
power-station, but the vestigial skylon 
suggests some connection with the late 
festival, perhaps then a _ broadcasting 
centre? The vertical application of the 
usually horizontal north light factory 
treatment augments the industrial im- 
pression but the mural symbols introduce 
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Drawn by Joan Worthington, 


INNER TEMPLE : SCHEME OF RECONSTRUCTION. SIRHUBERT WORTHINGTON, ARA, ARCHITECT. 





a religious significance, possibly therefore 
an instance of the Church Militant going 
into mass production in the best neo- 
impressionist ferro-concrete. 

Beautiful ? Yes, but for what? 

And is the best architecture of the 
future to be functionally unrecognisable ? 

W. H. Hosken. 
5, Buff-avenue, 
Banstead, Surrey. 


THE A.B.S. 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—As a very humble subscriber to 
the funds of the Architects’ Bene- 
volent Society, I attended its A.G.M. 
last week when, inter alia, the report of 
the hon. treasurer was presented. I was 
staggered to learn from the report that 
out of some 17,000 architects on the 
register of registered architects only some 
3,000 subscribed to the funds of that very 
deserving body, the A.B.S. Looking 
back on the days of heated argument in 
Committee A of the House of Commons 
arising on the terms and provisions of the 
Architects (Registration) Bill, which be- 
came the Act of 1931, it seems a pity 
that half of the registration fees were not 
earmarked for charitable purposes, or 
the A.B.S., instead of for scholarships 
for entry into an overcrowded profession. 
Anyway I hope this missive will have the 
effect of rousing your architect readers 
who are lucky enough to have a pound 
in their pockets to spare to help the good 
work which is being performed, and the 
much more that could be done by the 

A.B.S. but for the lack of funds. 

G. B. J. ATHOE. 
R.T. Yacht Club, 
Knightsbridge. 


SELF-BUILD HOUSING 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,— It will not be necessary to remind 

Sir Luke Fawcett of the ditty :— 
His Lordship tried to mend the electric light | 

Himself. It struck him dead. And serve him right. 


It is the duty of the wealthy man 
To give employment to the artisan. 


With Mr. James Turner he is spreading 
the gospel. No more back-breaking week- 
ends in the garden, that “ silly diversion ” 
which is such an affrontery to the green- 
grocer, florist and gardener. Away with 
these unsightly strings of washing so 
“irritating”? to the laundry workers. 
Down with everyone who wields a paint- 
brush at the week-end: crush the man 
who builds his own garden wall! Shame 
on that arch villain Winston Churchill 
with his amateur bricklaying and painting ! 

Of course, not only amateur golfing— 
infuriating to the professional—but team 
games like amateur football with its low 
standards must be abolished, for how can 
the professionals withstand the insult ? 
What ? That idea of a team building their 
own homes? Why that’s .. .that’s... 
Don’t remind me of such a horrible 
wicked idea ! 

When every useful or creative or active 
pastime has been put in the hands of the 
professional (even if there are not enough 
to do all the jobs) why, even then we must 
not rest. We must organise a strong 
protest from the Thumb-twiddler’s Union. 
Unless perhaps, Sir Luke and Mr. "Turner, 
we organise the orators’ union first and 
stop people making silly “‘ irritating ”’ 
speeches ! 

Sam ScoRER 
[A.R.I.B.A., A.A. Dip.] 
12, Ulundi-road, S.E.3. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I have the opportunity 

2 through the courtesy of your paper, 

of replying to Sir Luke Fawcett and Mr, 

James Turner on the subject of self- 
build housing schemes ? 

It has never been a “silly diversion ” 
for a man or group of men to build their 
own homes. The “irritant” is chiefly 
experienced by those thrusting their way 
through the present-day mass of restrictive 
regulations in an endeavour to become 
house owners by their own efforts. 

A number of self-build schemes are in 
operation in various parts of the country. 


‘ 


Several have been successfully completed, 
others are well advanced,:and most have 
received whole-hearted co-operation from 
local authorities and the National Federa- 
tion of Housing Societies. 

Mr. Turner need have no anxiety 
regarding the standard of self-built houses ; 
they are subject to the same exacting 
inspections by competent authorities as 
those built by contractors or . master 
builders. 

Mr. Turner’s truest words are those in 
which he refers to “these people not 
prepared to wait in the queue.” No 
sensible person waits in any queue if the 
commodity or service they require is 
temporarily “out of stock” or if it will 
cost more than they are prepared to pay. 
If Mr. Turner’s real concern is the effect 
that self-build groups may have on the 
members of the union which he represents, 
may I point out that the rising cost of 
building labour provides the greatest 
incentive for these groups to form and 
operate. Self-build groups are assisting 
in shortening the queue and are making 
a valuable contribution to the national 
housing drive without making any demand 
upon the normal building force. 

Those who are in- need of further 
enlightenment on the principles, aims and 
accomplishments of the Government-spon- 
sored National Federation of Housing 
Societies should obtain a copy of No. 61 
of the quarterly bulletin published by that 
body, and Sir Luke Fawcett and Mr. 
Turner in particular may be interested in 
reports of recent Parliamentary debates 
on the subject, contained therein. 

E. L. MILts. 

2, Avington-grove, 

London, S.E.20. 


HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 
To the Editor of The Builder 
npg ico April 25, you published a 
letter of mine on this subject. 
The following week you published two 
comments on my letter. 
(Continued on page 732.) 
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General view of a model of the gardens and St. Matthew’s-close from the north-west. 


CHURCH HILL MEMORIAL GARDENS, WALSALL 


DESIGNED BY G. A. JELLICOE, FRIBA, FILA, in collaboration with 
M. E. HABERSHON, OBE, BOROUGH SURVEYOR, and E. 7. WINTON, FILA 
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12 Bridge 
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Plan showing proposed development. 


HE foundation stone of the Church 
Hill Memorial Gardens, Walsall 
(amemorial to the dead of two world wars), 
was laid by H.R.H. Princess Margaret 
in May last year and the first part of the 
scheme comprising the walled garden 
and view terrace, was opened recently. 
The second part of the scheme, which it 
is hoped to start this year, comprises St. 
Matthew’s-close, protected on the south 
by a block of flats. A Brotherhood 
building will terminate the close on the 
south-east corner. Ultimately it is hoped 
to clear the slopes of the hillside to the 
main Walsall-Birmingham road, and pro- 
vide an approach from this road to St. 
Matthew’s Church and Close by a lands- 
cape stairway. 

On this scheme the architect, Mr. 
Jellicoe, is working in collaboration with 
Mr. M. E. Habershon, O.B.E., borough 
surveyor, and Mr. E. J. Winton, F.I.L.A., 
parks superintendent. The main con- 
tractors are: Messrs. A. and F. Wootton, 
Ltd., of Walsall, Staffordshire. 
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The first, from the general manager 
and secretary of the Holiday Scheme 
Management Company, points out (quite 
rightly I feel sure) that his company 
administers the scheme in accordance with 
the provisions of the agreements. Of 
course, I did not intend to imply other- 
wise. The reference to holiday pay being 
withheld from the owners refers to the 
circumstances created by the industry 
whereby the operative does not receive 
his holiday credits in cash direct from his 
employer before they part company. My 
* guesstimate”” of £100,000 may be 
proved wrong when someone publishes 
the accounts showing the annual totals of 
unclaimed holiday credits. I have written 
to Mr. E. J. Chapman, asking for copies 
of these audited accounts. “ 


The second comment was typical and 
brief. My answer is similar. Take your 
tongue out of your cheek, Sir Richard. 
I am no angel. Are you? 


G. J. MAcMILLAN. 
Crawley, Sussex. 


ART IN GOVERNMENT 
BUILDINGS 


Loan Collections on View 


i” is a strange paradox of national 
expenditure that while we are ready 
to risk the loss of millions of pounds on, 
for example, doubtful schemes of Colonial 
development we are not prepared to 
spend what is needed on pictures and works 
of art for the furnishing of embassies, 
consulates and other Government build- 
ings abroad and at home. One would 
have thought that here was an excellent 
opportunity to help British artists and to 
spread a knowledge of contemporary 
British art. It is true that the Treasury 
makes the absurdly inadequate grant o 
£1,600 a year to this object, but it is 
necessary to rely chiefly on private 
generosity for the maintenance of our 
dignity abroad. On April 22, in the 
House of Commons, the Minister of 
Works, Mr. David Eccles, invited gifts 
and loans in kind as well as cash sub- 
scriptions for a collection of pictures and 
other works of art for the purpose in 
view. 

Fortunately there are public-spirited 
people who are willing to help the Govern- 
ment, and the country, in this rather 
embarrassing situation, and at the Min- 
istry of Works last Tuesday there was on 
view for an hour or two a selection of 
pictures lent by Lord Wharton, Sir Bruce 
Ingram and others to a collection which 
is still being assembled, together with 
purchases made from gifts of cash. The 
exhibits included landscapes, seascapes, 
portraits and prints, and represented the 
work of distinguished British and foreign 
artists, from the sixteenth century on- 
wards, with a sprinkling of contemporary 
works. No fewer than 250 buildings 
abroad have to be furnished, and it is 
understood that the .response to the 
Minister’s appeal, though encouraging, 
is not as generous as had been hoped. 
No doubt contributions will continue to 
come in but the Treasury should increase 
that grant a hundredfold. 


THE BUILDER 


SCIENCE IN INDUSTRY 


Some Observations by the Duke of 
Edinburgh 


PEAKING of the visits he had been 
making to industrial and research under- 
takings in various parts of the country, the 
Duke oF EpinsuRGH told students of 
Swansea University College on May 7 that 
three things had made an impression upon 
him and he hoped his observations might 
be of some help to the students when they 
left the university. “In the first place,” he 
said, “I found that there is a great wealth 
of scientific and technical knowledge which 
is there ready to be used. Part of this store 
has been used with conspicuous success‘ in 
a great many firms, but by and large there 
is still a widespread disregard or apathy on 
the part of industry towards the use of 
scientific knowledge. ; 

“ Second, I re-learned the lesson which I 
once learned very quickly in the Services, 
and that is, that the quality of the work and 
the enthusiasm of the workpeople depend 
almost entirely upon human relations. The 
man with the best tools will not do good 
work unless he is reasonably satisfied with 
his lot, and he will only do exceptionally 
good work if he is happy and feels that he 
is making a useful contribution as part of 
an efficient team. 

“Third, I am completely convinced that 
those who say that craftsmanship is dead are 
quite wrong. British craftsmanship is as high 
as ever. Given the proper tools—and it is 
the tools that have changed, not the men— 
British craftsmen are just as far ahead as 
ever. The forces for prosperity are the 
scientists, craftsmanship and labour, know- 
how ability, and the will to work.” 

It depended, he continued, on the skilled 
management of the generals of trade and the 
captains of industry to use the forcés and the 
weapons at their disposal to the best of 
advantage and to destroy the fifth column of 
waste, muddle and inefficiency. 

The humanist, he said, must try to under- 
stand the scientific approach as well as to 
learn to appreciate the advantages and 
limitations of science; in the same way the 
scientist, however specialist, must have a 
substantially broad outlook. 
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NEW INN JUNIOR 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
MONMOUTHSHIRE 


COLIN L. JONES, FRIBA, 
COUNTY ARCHITECT 


ig empea giclee County Councif 

are to erect a new junior primary 
mixed school for 320 pupils at New Inn, 
near Pontypool. Plans have been prepared 
under the direction of the county architect, 
Mr. Colin L. Jones, F.R.I.B.A. 


The layout has been designed to keep 
roadwork to a minimum and to keep 
down the cost due to the exceptional 
steepness of the site, which averages 
about 1 in 11. 


It is expected that 75 per cent of the 
scholars will wish to take lunch and 
accordingly the entrance hall has been 
planned with a considerable degree of 
openness from the assembly hall to permit 
the numbers to be accommodated. 


CLASSROOM CONSTRUCTION 


The classrooms, which are cross 
ventilated, have a height of 10 ft. 2 in., 
the corridor a height of 7 ft. 6in. For 
the latter a 10 ft. wide unit has been 
adopted of which 6 ft. is used for move- 
ment leaving 4ft., which is divided 
between cloaks-recesses either side and 
storage space within the classrooms. 


As a result, while still maintaining an 
adequately spacious layout, the area per 
place has been cut down to 41 sq. ft. 


The construction employs the Therma- 
gard Mark III system. Walls externally 
are of facing brick, internally of a smooth 
lightweight partition block to which a 
plastic finish will be applied direct. 
Heating will be by hotwater radiators. 

















- SmHeevinc 
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Details of corridor unit, New Inn Junior Primary School, Monmouthshire (see above) 
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View of the main entrance. Below : Plan. 
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Elevation of the completed first section, Lothbury. 


BANK BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C. 
FOR THE BANK OF ENGLAND 


VICTOR HEAL, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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An impression, of the completed project. Below : Ground-floor plan. The portion blacked-in is the completed first section, 
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Foot of stairs at the staff entrance, Old Fewry. 


HIS new building for the Bank of England, sited 
at Princes-street, Lothbury and Old Jewry, 
E.C.2, replaces buildings damaged by enemy action 
during the war, and constitutes about two-thirds of 
the work for which plans have been prepared. The 
other section will be built when conditions improve. 
The building is steel-framed and all its street 
frontages are faced with Portland stone. Cream 
faience has been used on walls overlooking the internal 
court. All floors are of solid r.c. construction ; 
and flat roofs are covered with insulating material, 
asphalt and Paropa. Window frames at ground- 
floor level are of bronze ; elsewhere they are steel. 
In the completed building there will be four 
passenger lifts (two at each end). Heating is from 
an oil-fired source and fluorescent lighting is provided. 
Finishes.—Walls in the banking hall are cladded 
with polished shell-bed Portland stone with black 
marble skirtings; the main counter-front is faced 
with polished Travertine marble. Floors to public 
spaces are finished in Travertine marble ; elsewhere, 
generally, Rhodesian teak blocks have been laid. 
Staircases have cream pre-cast terrazzo treads 
and risers, with non-slip inlaid Alundum cubes ; 
staircase walls have in-situ terrazzo dados divided 
into panels by brass strips to reduce the risk of 
crazing. 
The utmost flexibility is necessary in all offices 
and for this reason a cellular plastic partition has been 
Staircase from basement level. extensively used which can be easily removed with a 
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General view of Lothbury banking hall. 


minimum of dust and disturbance. Sound-deaden- 
ing has been carried out in all office machine rooms 
and typists’ rooms. 

Messrs. Trollope and Colls, Ltd., were the general 
contractors, the clerk of works being Mr. A. V. B. 
Williams. 

Messrs. Hurst Peirce and Malcolm were the 
consultant engineers and Mr. Sydney Gordon, the 
quantity surveyor. Following is a list of the principal 
sub-contractors :— 

Demolition, Goodman Price, Ltd. ; chemical consoli- 
dation to party walls, Soil Mechanics, Ltd. ; steelwork, 
Moreland Hayne and Co., Ltd.; asphalte, Highways 
Construction, Ltd.; heating and ventilating, Young, 
Austen and Young, Ltd. ; electrical installation, Drake 
and Gorham (Contractors), Ltd. ; fluorescent lighting 
fittings, E. Heffer and Co., Ltd. ; granite and marble work 
and polished Portland stone work, J. Whitehead and 
Sons, Ltd.; metal windows, Henry Hope and Sons, 





Ltd.; r.c. staircase windows, stallboard lights and 
roof lights, Lenscrete, Ltd.; lifts, Waygood-Otis, Ltd. ; 
faience, Shaws Glazed Brick Co., Ltd. ; carvingstonework, 
Esmond Burton ; terrazzo, Diespeker and Co., Ltd.; book 
room doors, grilles and gates, Hobbs Hart and Co., Ltd.; 
strong room doors, Chubb and Sons’ Lock and Safe Co., 
Ltd. ; wood block flooring, Stevens and Adams, Ltd. 


Bronze entrance doors, Morris Singer Co., Ltd. ; wall 
tiling, W. B. Simpson and Sons, Ltd. ; lightning conductor, 
W. Jj. Furse and Co. (London), Ltd.; acoustic tiling, 
Newalls Insulation Co., Ltd., Croydon, and Horace W 
Cullum and Co., Ltd.; bronze grilles to counters, hand- 
rails, roof railings and ironmongery, etc., Comyn Ching 
and Co. (London), Ltd. ; escape stairs, Haywards, Ltd. ; 
Paropa roofing, Frazzi, Ltd. ; partitioning, Holoplast, Ltd.; 
sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd. ; metal 
lockers, James Gibbons, Ltd.; stonework, Wandsworth 
Stonemasonry Works, Trollope and Colls, Ltd. ; pinoleum 
blinds, Maple and Co., Ltd.; notice and indicator 
boards, William Pickford, Ltd.; water softening plant, 
Permutit, Ltd. 


BANK BUILDINGS, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Typical corner office on upper floor. 


738 








746 : THE BUILDER May 16 1952 BP yay 1¢ 


ARCHITECTURE ‘AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION, 1952 








HATFIELD TECHNICAL 
' COLLEGE : 1HE 
ASSEMBLY HALL. 
HOWARD ROBERTSON, 
ARA (Easton and 
Robertson), ARCHITECT 








Drawn by Frank Weemys, t 


LCC TEA PAVILION, 
BATTERSEA PARK: 
K. DALGLIESH AND 
R. K. PULLEN, 
ARCHITECTS 








Drawn by E. }. Thring. 
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OFFICERS’ FLATS, 
ALDERSHOT. FOR 
SOUTHERN COMMAND: 
R. HENING AND 

A. M. CHITTY, 
ARCHITECTS 


Drawn by C. A. Farey, Son and Adams, 
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HOUSING SCHEME 
AT BLACKHEATH, 
FOR LEWISHAM BC : 
ICAL A. E. RICHARDSON, 
RA, ARCHITECT 
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CRAWLEY NEW 
TOWN: C. A. FAREY, 
SON AND ADAMS, 
ARCHITECTS 









Drawn by C. A. Farey and Adams, 
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View of bar showing window seat with photographic mural above built-in seat, and ceiling ventilator 
grille with illumination behind, 


CONVERSION OF THE BAR, ROYAL GOAT HOTEL, BEDDGELERT, N. WALES 


KENNETH DALGLIESH AND ROGER K. PULLEN, FF.RIBA, AA.Dip., ARCHITECTS 


HIS hotel, situated in what is 
regarded by many as being 
some of the most beautiful sur- 
roundings in Great Britain, at- 
tracts not only the motorist, but 
the walker, climber and fisherman. 
For this reason it was decided to 
alter the existing bar to conform 
more to the requirements of those 
using it, as well as improving 
supervision and working condi- 
tions. 

It will be seen from the plans 
that the narrow opening between 
the front and rear portions of the 
old bar has been considerably 
widened, the old partition re- 
moved and new brick and stone 
walls. erected, thus greatly in- 
creasing the space available to 
the public while at the same time 
reducing that behind the bar, giv- 
ing a more compact and efficient 
layout. Storage space was in- 


Detail of stonework in bar, and radiator 
casing and grille, the latter emblematic 
of the name of the house. 
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creased by careful spacing of ! 
shelves. 

As there are no external walls, 
the only daylight available came 
from roof lights above the old 
rear portion, which had a far 
greater ceiling height than the 
front part. The ceiling has now 
‘been brought down to the same 
level throughout with a laylight 
in the false ceiling so formed. 
To overcome the lack of windows 
an artificial window has been 
formed, behind which has been 
installed a large photographic 
mural of typical Welsh mountain 
scenery. This is seen beyond 
two dwarf stone walls capped 
‘with oak, upon which stand two 
rope-entwined columns. Rock 
climbers’ rope was used. 

On either flank are two stone- 
faced walls, in one of which is the 
fireplace and in the other two 
apertures for display. The ceil- 
ing has been dropped slightly 
between these two stone faces to 
take the large steel beams carrying 
the main external wall of the 
building over, together with a 
grille for ventilation intake. The 
bar itself is of oak, matching the 
other joinery. The back fitment 
has oak shelves below counter 
height, with glass shelves above, 
supported on two turned oak 
spindles surmounted by two goats, 
‘also carved in oak by Mr. 
‘Norman Cornish, A pewter sink 
‘is placed in a recess below the 
¥ thatch to the _ hotel servery. 

jExisting connections have been 
cused for hot and cold water 
‘supply. Three beer pumps of 
the lever type have been incor- 
porated in the bar, the cellar 
being immediately below the 
area behind the counter. The old 
flap in the floor has been retained 
for internal access to this cellar. 
A new external beer slide has been 
constructed and a tunnel cut 
through the solid rock to reach it. 

The walls and ceiling are 
plastered with a finely stippled 
finish. The floor is covered with 
grey and buff thermoplastic tiles. 
Skirtings, dado rails, doors, win- 
dow frames and other joinery are 
in oak including radiator casings, 
which contain wrought - iron 
grilles concealing the radiators. 
These grilles, like many other 
items, are a reminder of local 
activities. One depicts a goat, 
‘the other a salmon. The only 
two exposed light fittings have a 
copper finish to the metal work, 
while the wrought-iron grilles are 
finished in gold, the other metal 
once obtained locally. An extract 
fan has been installed above the 
entrance door from the corridor 
concealed by another small grille, 
in which has been incorporated an 
electric clock. 

Apart from the small amount of View of the original bar. 











daylight from the roof through the 
laylight, all other lighting is 
artificial. The large photographic 
panorama is lit by concealed 
strips from two apertures in the 
stone wall. Fluorescent tubes 
have been fixed behind the lay- 
light and above the ventilation 
intake grille, and also concealed 
above the back fitment. The 


curved built-in seat below the ‘ 


photographic panorama is up- 
holstered in brown leather. 

Messrs. Maple and Co., Ltd., 
were the main contractors for 
this work, and they also carried 
out all joinery, counter and back 
fitments, built-in seat, together 
with plumbing. Sub-contractors 
and suppliers were : 

Semastic floor tiles, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; 
stone, Penmaenmawr and Welsh Granite 
Co., Ltd.; beer engines and pewter sink, 
Gaskell and Chambers (London), Ltd. ; 
metal grilles, A. J. Barrett, George Green, 
Slough; light fittings, Troughton and 
Young (Lighting), Ltd., Sun Electrical 
Co., Ltd., and Merchant Adventurers of 
London, Ltd.; photograph, Judges, Ltd.; 
photograph enlargement, Raines and Co. 
(Ealing), Ltd.; steelwork, H. Young and 
Co., Ltd.; ironmongery, Rennis, Ltd. ; 
map, George Philip and Son, Ltd.; fan, 
Vent Axia Ltd.; electric clock, Gent and 
Co., Ltd., Leicester; laylight, Crittall 
Mfg. Co., Ltd. ; signs, K.F.M. Engineering 
nd td.; and paint, Vulcan Products, 

td. 


The bar, showing the counter and back 
fitment, with turned spindles and 
carved goats surmounting them. 


CONVERSION OF THE BAR, 
THE ROYAL GOAT HOTEL, 
BEDDGELERT, N. WALES 
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Examples of “‘ Unitroy”’ housing. 


TRAINING FOR 


“ SELF-BUILD” 


Work of the Tenants Housing Co-operative : Non-Traditional 
Construction Favoured 


By our Special 


baa growth of self-build housing 
associations in recent months has 
led to the question being asked whether 
such voluntary organisations, employing 
amateur labour, will in fact be able to 
build houses for their members of a 
reasonable standard of construction and 
within a reasonable length of time. A 
recent visit to the Tenants Housing Co- 
operative, who are operating in the 





Representative. 


Willesden area, tended to dispel these 
doubts in the case of at least one such 
organisation. 

The Tenants Housing Co-operative 
was formed in September, 1950, with 80 
members. The number of members was 
subsequently reduced to 56—at which it 
still stands—and the Trust Deed of the 
association was signed the following 
January. 


74S 


The association realised from the start 
the need to provide practical training for 
its members in the various building trades 
if the scheme was to succeed. In Febru- 
ary last year, therefore, a training scheme 
was launched, with fully qualified tech- 
nical instructors, for bricklayers, plasterers, 
plumbers and carpenters; as the asso- 
ciation numbers several highly skilled 
electricians in its ranks instruction in the 
electricians’ trade was not considered 
necessary. ‘These courses have been con- 
tinued up to the present time, the normal 
training time being 2} hours a week, 
with practice shifts of two hours at week- 
ends 

Training is carried out in a large Nissen 
hut, and an inspection of samples of the 
work carried out by the various crafts 
shows that the association’s members 
have attained a very considerable degree 
of skill in their various tasks. The 
evening in question was devoted to 
plastering, and here some of the work done 
on demonstration sections of walls and 
ceilings exceeded the standard often seen 
in post-war housing schemes. In this 
trade, and others, the association has 
been fortunate in obtaining the services, 
which have been given free, of qualified 
instructors in neighbouring technical col- 
leges. ‘These instructors have commented 
on the speed at which the association’s 
members have mastered their work, ‘and 
the great enthusiasm they have put into 
their tasks. The upshot is that the 
instructors now consider -their pupils 
fully capable of building their own houses, 
with a minimum of supervision and help. 

Members of the association have each 
contributed £25 capital, and pay 3s. 6d. 
per week to cover the costs of tools, 
materials for training and other expenses. 
All the association is now waiting for, 
before commencing actual building opera- 
tions, is for the negotiations for a site in 
the Hatfield area, which have been con- 
tinuing for a considerable period, to be 
successfully concluded. 

Because all labour will be given free, 
it will be possible, it is estimated, to 
build houses of 1,000-1,100 ft. sup. 
area at considerably lower rents than are 
charged for new Council houses. The 
rents will be paid to the association, 
which will also qualify for the normal 
Exchequer subsidy, and possibly the local 
authority subsidy as well. The question 
of finance has been gone into thoroughly, 
and serious difficulties are not expected. 
Once work can start on the site the 
association, which already owns a lorry, 


Above : (left) Fig in position, looking 
from interior as slabbing proceeds ; 
(right) filling trough to form peripheral 
beam. Below: (left) Partitions being 
fixed to first-floor ceiling joists ; (right) 
partitions fixed to ceiling battens under 
concrete floor ‘‘ Unitroy” system. 
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estimates that 56 houses, i.e., one for each 
of its members, can be built in 18 months 
to two years. Although all members 
have been trained in a craft, all will act 
as labourers for each other except when 
their particular skill is required. 


THE NEED FOR SPEED 


Bearing in mind the need for speed in 
building, the association examined a 
number of different types of non-tradi- 
tional constructions. Bricklaying proved 
one of the hardest trades to master, and 
the association has accordingly decided 
to adopt the “‘ Unitroy” system which 
offers the advantage of flexibility in 
design. 

The ‘‘ Unitroy ” houses, a number of 
which have already been built elsewhere, 
consist of two shells, the outer being of 
pre-cast light-weight concrete blocks, 
sufficiently light to be man-handled and 
raised in position against a timber jig, 
temporarily fixed to simplify slabbing. 
These blocks are forked at the ends to 
provide at the point of vertical bonding a 
permanent shuttering of concrete. for 
casting, im situ, structural columns, re- 
inforced where necessary. 

The first floor lintol and eaves blocks 
are ‘‘U” shaped concrete troughs in 
which steel reinforcement is placed and 
concrete poured to form continuous 
peripheral beams, connecting with the 
vertical columns and completing the 
structure. The poured columns can be 
spaced at centres which vary according 
to the design of the building, and thus 
the external walls themselves determine 
the module of the structural frame instead 
of a frame being formed separately from 
the walls, determining the shapes, 
dimensions and opening of the building. 


EXTERNAL WALLS 


The erection of external walls is sim- 
plified by the jig which gives the exact 
height of courses and openings, and also 
locates the position of bolts for fixing the 
internal linings to the structural columns. 

The inner shell consists of a patented 
compound of Norfolk reeds and vermi- 
culite or cork sandwiched between plaster- 
board sheets # in. thick for partitions, or 
plasterboard and one-ply bitumen felt 
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for linings. This infill- 
ing compound is a solid 
mass firmly adhering to 
the surfacing materials 

on both sides of linings 

( or partitions, which have 
a maximum size of 10 ft. 
long by 3 ft. wide, and are 
sufficiently light for two 
men to lift into position. 
A continuous unventi- 
lated cavity wall is formed 














with the two shells, the 
cavity being 43 in. wide. 

As the structure is not 
supported by the internal 
° walls the system is inde- 
pendent of any particular 
internal planning. _Par- 
titions cover any area 
or conditions of planning, 
units being erected by 
dry methods’ without 
waste or cutting on site, 
all fixings being dimensioned to the 
requirements of the job. Partitions with 
plasterboard both sides are set in position 
between floors and ceilings, tongued and 
grooved together and fixed by screws or 
nails. They withstand heavy impact, 
offer a ‘‘ U ” thermal value of 0.20 and a 
reduction in airborne sound of 35 decibels 
at 23 in. thickness. 








REINFORCEMENT 


The technique of reinforcement itself 
is of interest because of the engineering 
principle adopted. The principle of con- 
tinuity in beams has been used to its full 
extent so as to arrive at a scientifically 
This study 


sound use of reinforcement. 
based on existing codes 
of practice results in in- 
serting the exact amount 
of steel at the right place 
by a thorough  statical 
analysis of the structure, 
taking into consideration 
all conditions under which 
the: building functions— 
with marked savings of 


material. The total steel 
for a two-storey house of 
Ministry of Housing 


standards, floor area 918 
sq. ft., is just on 53 cwt. 
With ‘“ Unitroy ” only 
the exterior shell of the 
structure is in concrete. 
The interior is designed 
as another shell’ inde- 
pendent of the exterior 
concrete blocks, and is 
formed with walls which 
offer all the conditions of 
insulation and anti-con- 


densation needed for 
good homes. 
The method of forming 


the exterior concrete wall 
gives an integral binding 
of beams, columns and 
cladding which prevents 
settlement of the external 
wall, as the columns hold 
the cladding in a fixed 
position. 
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materials in the system. Originally these 
houses were approved with steel trusses and 
a precast concrete first floor, to save timber. 
The roof construction now consists of 
timber trusses of Timber Development 
Association design, fixed at eaves level at 
approximately 6 ft. centres and spanning 
the width of each house from front to 
rear. Timber purlins at intervals of 
18 ft. centres between the trusses with 
rafters are covered with felt underlay and 
tiling laid to 12 in. gauge to receive inter- 
locking roof tiles. The first floor is now 
in traditional timber construction and the 
timber content of the house is still within 
the recommended maximum sfequire- 
ments. 


NEW DESIGNS 


The firm have re-designed houses to 
comply with elevations and planning of 
the new standard types recommended by 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government. 

An advantage of the system is that tem- 
porary factories making the “‘ Unitroy ”’ 
walls can be set up on different sites, as 
no* extensive production equipment is 
required -to fabricate them. In addition, 
the system requires practically no skilled 
labour to erect the shell of the houses. 

The company aims to give to the self- 
build groups such help as will enable them 
to make a success of this method of 
construction by observing progress for an 
initial period of 12 weeks from commence- 
ment of site work. In the event of a 
group’s labour not completing quickly 
enough, they intend, subject to agreement, 
to augment the labour force by introducing 
their own men. 


' There is a considerable An interior view showing the type of finish obtained by the “ Unitroy” 


interchangeability of the- 


method of construction. 
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AMENITIES IN FACTORY DESIGN 
Their Beneficial Effect On Production 


~[= proper design, siting and equip- 

ment of buildings in which a great 
proportion of the population spend a large 
part of their working lives is not only 
important but from a national aspect is 
essential, and it has been accepted as a 
result of experience that properly designed 
and equipped buildings will give improved 
production, better craftsmanship and 
healthier and happier conditions,” said 
Mr. WaALTeR R. BENNETT, L.R.I.B.A, 
when he read a paper on “ Amenities in 
Factory Design,” to the Royal Society of 
Arts on April 30. 

He began by tracing at some length 
the general history of the growth of 
industrial buildings since the early days of 
cottage industries, and went on to describe 
in detail the amenities that should form 
part of any modern plan for the con- 
struction or adaptation of a plant. We take 
the following extract from his remarks :— 


SITING 


The provision of ample space, light and 
air around a building is probably the desire 
of every factory owner, for it provides not 
only the conditions best suited for the 
happiness and welfare of the employees 
but it also allows for the future expansion 
of the buildings, which is a matter of 
planning frequently overlooked. 

This matter of expansion may appear 
to be rather far removed from the subject 
of this paper, but in fact if proper thought 
is not given to it in the initial stages of 
design, by both the factory management 
and the architect, it is almost certain that 
in later years when expansion is of para- 
mount importance, the carefully thought 
out amenities of the original design will 
be crowded out, or at the best will suffer 
as the result of lack of thought in the first 
place. 

Large sites are not always available in 
built-up areas, but as the policy of town 
planning generally is to encourage new 
factories to be built in districts where there 
is sufficient ground, such as the develop- 
ment areas and the new towns, the prob- 
lem of confined planning does not nowa- 
days arise so frequently. 

Nevertheless when factories are built 
in the more congested areas, considerable 
ingenuity in planning is required and 
pleasant surroundings can be created by 
the use of small but well designed open 
areas, courtyards, good approach roads and 
simple horticultural treatment. 

The treatment of land surrounding a 
factory with reasonable but well-designed 
landscape architecture has become more 
usual in recent years, and it should form 
an essential part of the design from its 
first stages. 

The well-designed factory set down on 
open land with ‘no attempt at landscape 
treatment, with the land left bare, growing 
weeds, or filled ‘with rubbish or badly 
arranged stores, can only look out of place 
and rather self-conscious, whereas with 
proper thought and careful planning and 
planting, the whole area can merge into 
and become part of the countryside, and if 
this idea is well conceived it will then tend 
to encourage in the employee an interest 


and appreciation in his or her place of 
work, without which pride of work is 
more difficult to attain. A simple, colour- 
ful horticultural treatment is not expensive 
to provide in relation to the over-all cost 
of the buildings and plant, and it has been 
realised by many industrialists that the 
benefits are considerable and well worth 
the extra capital cost. 

In many factories in the more rural 
districts land can frequently be made 
available for the construction of playing 
fields. Where this is possible it is one 
of the most suitable means of encouraging 
the esprit de corps so desirable amongst 
working men and women. Cricket, foot- 
ball, bowling, tennis and similar sports 
clubs are very popular in a factory where 
there are suitable facilities, especially if 
an active interest is taken in these by the 
management. When such grounds are 
provided around the factory, it is a good 
arrangement if the canteen.can be designed 
to serve not only the factory but also to 
act as a sports pavilion to the playing 
fields. This is not always possible for 
its primary function must be in relation 
to the factory. When it can serve both, 
however, it is of great value not only for 
the staff but also for the use of visiting 
teams. 


CANTEENS 


A great deal can be said upon the subject 
of the canteen. First, it is the place in 
which a very large number of working men 
and women not only have their main meal 
of the day but also find their mid-day 
relaxation, and second, it is frequently 
used as a social club for evening and week- 
end functions. The location, design and 
equipment of the canteen, therefore, as 
the main central social feature of the 
modern factory is a matter of extreme 
importance. 

The ideal situation is near the opera- 
tives’ entrance, within close reach of the 
factory generally, with easy access from 
the offices, close to the main road, over- 
looking the playing fields, if there are 
any, and with a sunny aspect. It is 
seldom possible to achieve all these 
requirements, and when making a com- 
promise then service to the factory must 
take precedence. 

It should whenever possible be a 
separate unit from, but attached to, the 
main buildings, so as to avoid the passage 
of persons in the open during inclement 
weather. It should also be located so 
that if it has not its own lavatery accom- 
modation, use can be made of that provided 
for the factory without having to pass 
into the main buildings. If this is done 
then cut-off doors can be fitted between 
the factory and the canteen, allowing it 
to become a self-contained unit for 
evenings and week-ends. It must also be 
away from the noise and smell of the 
factory, and if when all these requirements 
are met it also serves as a sports pavilion, 
then the arrangement will be ideal. 

A good dining hall should have a 
large window area and it should overlook 
pleasant surroundings if this is possible, 
but in any case it must have good natural 
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daylight, which should be from side 
windows and not from roof lighting. 

The canteen which is constructed as a 
part of the normal factory construction, 
with probably north-light roofing, is not 
an attractive eating place, as it is too 
reminiscent of the working space and 
therefore, wherever possible, the form of 
construction should change so as to 
provide a totally different atmosphere 
which will be more conducive to a change 
of mental outlook and relaxation. 

If the canteen is to be used for social 
functions, then the provision of a small 
stage is desirable, or a space should be 
allowed at one end of the hall for the 
erection of a portable stage, and the 
provision of adequate table and chair 
storage for the times when the hall has 
to be cleared is an important feature 
which is very often overlooked. 

The acoustical design and treatment of a 
canteen dining hall is not difficult or 
costly, and with simple decorations differ- 
ent from those in the factory, and a change 
in the type of lighting, an atmosphere 
can be created which is entirely different 
from the general factory. 

The most pleasing dining hall, however, 
can be completely ruined by the furnish- 
ings. Ill-designed and inappropriately 
coloured furniture can detract from what 
otherwise might be a generally happy and 
restful scheme, and the architect ought to 
be consulted in the furnishings, and his 
advice taken, to ensure that the over-all 
scheme is harmonious and restful. 

Associated with the canteen is the 
welfare department. This can be either 
of modest proportions, or it can be an 
elaborately equipped part of the factory. 
In the more modest scheme the provision 
of a well-equipped, comfortable first-aid 
and rest room is a Factory Act requirement, 
whilst in the more ambitious building it 
can include a surgery, doctors’ and nurses’ 
rooms, rest rooms,. therapy treatment 
rooms, and dental and optical rooms, and 
the design and arrangement of these 
rooms and their equipment is important. 

The location of the welfare department 
has to be considered in relation to a 
number of matters. dt should be within 
easy reach of as much of the factory as 
possible, and in particular to the areas in 
which there is a predominance of women 
workers, and it should be as far away from 
noise and smell as practicable. Direct 
access to the welfare department from a 
working area should be avoided, to prevent 
disturbance of the occupants when a 


‘casualty has to go to the surgery. If 


possible, it should be near to the personnel 
engagement office, as in many works new 
applicants are required to undergo a 
medical examination before being engaged. 


THE WORKING SPACE 


The working space, although it is the 
part of the factory occupied for more 
hours in a year than those others discussed 
earlier in this paper, does not always 
receive the consideration in layout and 
design which would help to create those 
better conditions which are nowadays 
thought desirable. 

It must first of all be accepted that the 
primary function of the working space is 
production, and that nothing which will 
hinder efficient operations must be al- 
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lowed to influence the building design. 
If, however, it is accepted that better 
work and improved craftmanship will 
flow from more congenial working con- 
ditions, then these ought to form an 
essential part of the initial conception. 
Many districts require large spaces for 
production and in these vast machine- 
filled areas the individual worker can 
easily come to feel that he or she is a 
nonentity in the vast productive organisa- 
tion, and in the case of skilled work this 
can be detrimental to individual effort 
and craftmanship. 

Wherever possible, therefore, the reduc- 
tion of large productive spaces into more 
intimate groups by the creation of a sense 
of separation can be beneficial. This does 
not necessarily mean the division of a 
factory into small rooms or shops by a 
physical separation, but the effect can 
often’ be obtained by the use of banks of 
cabinets holding spare parts or the differ- 
ent arrangement of machines or benches 
in the various sections of the production. 

In .recent years there has been an 
increasing appreciation of the importance 
of the scientific use of colour in factories 
and research, and experience has proved 
that the use of the right colours helps ‘to 
increase production and improve the 
general working conditions, and by no 
means least it also helps to reduce accidents. 

The general background colours should 
be restful and neutral, and should be 
from the pastel ranges of colours, but 
certain sections of the ;buildings, such 
as’ columns, stanchions, doors, etc., can 
with success be picked out in the brighter 
harder wearing colours. Any colour which 
gives a tendency of glare must be avoided, 
and for this reason the use of white or 
very light cream is not generally satisfactory. 
The painting of machinery has had 
considerable attention during recent years 
and in this there is a wide field to give 
better and brighter conditions inside 
factories. Again no hard-and-fast rules 
can be laid’ down, but the use of bright 
colours on the moving parts or points 
of operation is a good guide, and the use 
of cool colours, such as blue or green, 
on heat producing plant, has proved 
beneficial. 


PRODUCTIVITY COUNCIL 
Joint Body’s Last Session 


The Anglo-American Council on Produc- 
tivity has now completed its fifth and last 
session. Their work as a joint Anglo- 
American body has ended, but the Council 
state in an assessment of their work over the 
past 34 years that there is still much to be 
done by the United Kingdom Section in 
securing the maximum results from this 
work: this, they say, is the continuing 
responsibility of British Industry rather than 
of a joint organisation. 

‘The Council reported that steps had 
already been taken by the organisations 
comprising the U.K. Section to establish a 
British Productivity Council, whose function 
would, be to do everything possible. to 
encourage the improvement of productivity 
and to spread knowledge of ways. in which 
it could be achieved. It is proposed that this 
Council would, as an initial activity, hold a 
national. conference later in the year to dis- 
cuss various aspects of the question. 
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“ LEARNING FROM LEONARDO ” 
L.M.B.A. Apprentices Visit to 
Exhibition 


MPHE President of the Royal Academy 

was the guest of the President of the 
L.M.B.A. at dinner last week in the Café 
Royal after a visit of some 20 building 
apprentices and administrative pupils 
employed by members of the London Master 
Builders’ Association to the Leonardo da 
Vinci Exhibition in Burlington House at 
the invitation of Sir Gerald Kelly. Others 
at the dinner included Sir Robert Hyde, Mr. 
Humphrey Brooke, B.A., B.Litt., Secretary 
of the Royal Academy; Mr. Henry Rush- 
bury, R.A., Keeper of the Royal Academy 
Schools; Mr. W. T. Monnington, R.A.; Mr. 
K. R.. Gilbert (of the Science Museum), 
Mr. G. Tilghan-Richards, Mr. S. H. Groom, 
Mr. A. W. Yeomans,,Mr. Gerald Hill, Mr. 
Laurence Holloway, Mr. Stanley Farrow, 
Mr. Ian M, Leslie, J.P., Mr. Noel Musgrave, 
and Mr. Colin Boyne. The boys were 
drawn from the staffs of Bovis, Ltd., Hol- 
land & Hannen and Cubitts, Howard Far- 
row, Higgs and Hill, Holliday and Green- 
wood, Holloway Bros. and Trollope and 
Colls. 

Sir Gerald Kelly and his colleagues were 
welcomed by Mr. David Woodbine Parish 
who said that the idea of taking building 
apprentices over the exhibition had come 
through reading a letter in The Times from 
Sir Robert Hyde. The apprentices there 
that evening were part of a group of 200 
industrial apprentices which had visited the 
exhibition. There were three more visits 
planned. Both the boys and the L.M.B.A. 
members who had accompanied them had 
greatly benefited by the helpful presence of 
the President of the Royal Academy. 

Sir Gerald briefly responded, referring to 
Leonardo as the greatest performer in the 
visual arts who had ever lived. Sir Robert 
Hyde also spoke and the thanks of the 
apprentices were returned by Mr. Laurence 
Brittain. 


_. An Apprentice’s Impressions 


The following appreciation has been con- 
tributed by Laurence Brittain (of Trollope 
and Colls), one of the apprentices: — 


I SHOULD LIKE to express my thanks on 
behalf of building apprentices to the London 
Master Builders’ Association, and especially 
the Royal Academy, for a most interesting 
and informative evening, when we were in- 
vited to view the works of Leonardo da 
Vinci, the great Italian painter, scientist, and 
engineer. 


Speaking for myself, and I am sure for 
the rest of my fellow-apprentices, it was an 
occasion we will long remember. The bril- 
liance of this man, even when young, was 
evident in his earliest drawings and inven- 
tions, and I think is an inspiration to all of 
us in these troublesome times. We saw how 
an inquiring and ever-learning mind, which 
was not upset by any misfortunes which be- 
fell him, reached the highest pinnacle of his 
profession when the competition for acknow- 
ledgment was greater than it is to-day. 

Selfishncss was not one of his traits, and 
anything he began was to benefit all man- 
kind. He did not seem to possess the:lacka- 
daisical attitude which, unfortunately, is pre- 
valent throughout the world to-day, and 
nothing he started was to him a waste of 
time. 

By sheer hard work, he carved for him- 
self a niche in world history which can never 
be destroyed. To everyone who despairs of 
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the paths of progress, Leonardo da Vinci is 
the answer. 

At the close of the visit to the exhibition, 
20 of us were entertained to dinner at the 
Café Royal. The distinguished company, 
which included Sir Gerald Kelly, President 
of the Royal Academy, and Mr. Woodbine 
Parish, President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, went out of their way 
to make this gathering as informal as pos- 
sible, and it was a pleasure to see people of 
all walks of life helping one another, their 
minor differences forgotten. To realise that 
this eminent group really have our welfare 
at heart was, I think, a great tribute to us, 
the Younger’ Generation. I am sure we all 
left with the resolve to show these good 
people we were not unappreciative. If the 
apprentices who follow behind us receive 
as much kindness as we did, I feel sure that 
there will be no lack of response from the 
youth of the country to answer the call of 
the building trade. 


The Hammersmith School 


RECENT successes by apprentices who 
attend the Hammersmith School of Building 
and Arts and Crafts School are the award, 
for 1951-1952, of five bursaries, valued at 
£25 each, by the Worshipful Company of 
Saddlers of the City of London, in conjunc- 
tion with the City and Guilds of London 
Institute, to the following:— B. A. Butler, 
R. D. Day, P. Dean, J. D. Hoskins—appren- 
tice joiners, E. A. Greenstreet—apprentice 
plasterer. The London Transport Executive 
also awarded prizes of £2 each to K. J. 
Wright and H. K. Shirley—apprentice 
joiners. A total of 19 awards for 1951- 
52, received by apprentices from the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Couacil, 
included eight for joinery, four for plumb- 
ing, three for bricklaying, three for plaster- 
ing and one for painting and decorating. 


OBITUARY 
John James Joass, F.R.I.B.A. 


WE regret to record the death of Mr. 
John James Joass, F.R.I.B.A. Born in 1868, 
Mr. Joass received his architectural education 
at the Glasgow School of Art. He won the 
Pugin Studentship in 1892 and the Owen 
Jones Studentship in 1895, in whith year 
he took his Associateship examination. Mr. 
Joass rapidly developed a large commercial 
practice, particularly in the design ‘of stores, 
and William Whiteley’s premises in Queens- 
way, Bayswater; Swan and Edgar’s, Picca- 
dilly; and Mappin and Webb’s premises were 
among his buildings. These were designed in 
conjunction with the late John Belcher, R.A., 
with whom he was in partnership. Together 
they designed also the Ashton Memorial, 
Lancaster. He was instrumental in interesting 
the late Mr. Mappin in extensions to the 
London Zoological Gardens, and the Mappin 
terraces were the result. Mr. Joass 
also designed the aquarium and the restaurant 
at the Zoo. Other of his buildings were 
the headquarters (with D. Warry) of the 
Abbey National Building Society in Upper 
Baker-street (whose campanile was once 
described by a wag as “the tomb’ of the 
unknown borrower”); Dorland House; the 
Royal Society of Medicine’s premises; and 
insurance offices in Finsbury Square. 

Apart from architecture, Mr. Joass’s great 
interest. lay in sailing; in his yacht Macnab 
he had won the Ocean Sailing Club’s race 
on several occasions. Kindly and cultured, 
and with a fund of witty reminiscences, he 


will ‘be much missed. 
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LAND AND THE HOUSING PROGRAMME 


By ROBERT W. PORTER, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA 


ad an article which appeared in The 
Builder of March 28, I discussed the 
effect of building costs and subsidies on 
the Government’s endeavour to restore to 
the building industry as far as practicable 
those conditions which made possible the 
extensive and economic provision of houses 
immediately before the war. Preoccupa- 
tion with the problems of costs and 
materials has tended to divert attention 
from another essential ingredient in the 
housing programme—land. ‘There have, 
of course, been numerous references in 
very general terms to the restrictive 
effect on development of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, but there are 
good grounds for stating that the shortage 
of suitable building land may yet prove the 
main stumbling block in expanding the 
output of private house-builders. 


PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 


Will there be enough land available for 
private development on the scale envisaged 
by the Government ? How much land do 
builders in fact own at the moment in 
relation to their output ? In an endeavour 
to find an answer to these two questions 
a brief questionnaire was recently sent 
to the 2,000 members of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 
In this they were asked to state the esti- 
mated number of private enterprise houses 
they could build in the year to March 31, 
1953, bearing in mind their commitments 
on local authority house-building and 
other work. ‘They were also asked to 
state how many of these houses could be 
built on land they at present held for 
private development. ‘The answers which 
have now been tabulated show that on the 
average the land available is only enough 
for the estimated development over the 
next six months. In some areas builders 
own as little as one-fifth of the land they 
require for a year’s normal development. 
The breaking down of the figures shows 
considerable uniformity, the averages for 
each of seven counties being within 5 per 
cent. of each other. 

Although it is unwise to draw too many 
conclusions from a very general question- 
naire of this description, it can be safely 
said that in East Anglia, at least, unless 
builders aré able to acquire extensive 
building land in the very near future at a 
suitable price, the private enterprise side 
of the building programme may well be 
brought to a standstill. Although statis- 
tics have not been published for any other 
part of the country, it seems hardly likely 
that experience elsewhere will be vastly 
different from this. 

How and where is the builder to get the 
additional land he. needs? .By. purchase 
in the open market? Of this there is 
little prospect. Local authorities, be- 
cause of their functions as principal agents 
in the administration of housing policy 
since 1945 have, in many towns, acquired 
much of the suitable remaining building 
land, often well in advance of requirements. 
Other land sometimes owned by builders 
for development has been sterilised under 
town planning procedure. ‘The remaining 
land either in the town or on the outskirts 


which might be bought for development 
is certainly not in the market at existing 
use value. 


THE PRESENT IMPASSE 


Ignoring for the moment the provisions 
of the Town and Country Planning Act 
regarding price levels in land transactions, 
if a price in excess of existing use value 
had to be paid to induce owners of suit- 
able building land to sell, the price of 
houses would automatically go up in 
proportion, making the cost on many 
occasions prohibitive. Should local 
authorities then be urged to make available 
for private development, as they are 
enabled to do, land held by them, ‘or 
alternatively, should they be. urged to 
acquire compulsorily land suitable for 
this purpose? ‘This raises a nice point. 
If one criticises the Town and Country 
Planning Act as ‘“confiscatory” or 
“legalised robbery,” can one remain 
consistent and ask a body with statutory 
powers to acquire land from present 
owners at existing use value for building 
purposes ? Whatever the answer may be, 
a way out of the present difficulty must 
be found if private development is to 
proceed. 

Despite the advice given to local authori- 
ties by the Ministry of Housing that they 
should, as far as possible, avoid sites owned 
by builders which they propose to de- 
velop themselves, there have recently 
been instances of local authorities seeking 
to acquire compulsorily building land for 
housing or other purposes. The need, 
as has been shown above, is for builders 
to have the opportunity of acquiring more 
land rather than to be deprived of the land 
they already hold. 


BLOCK LICENSING 


If the existing land available for early 
development is so limited, it is imperative 
that it should be used as effectively as 
possible. It seems that the majority of 
people now receiving private enterprise 
building licences do not possess their own 
plot of land and are generally relying on 
builders to help them. Those in search 
of land who have made inquiries of private 
landowners have certainly been greatly 
discouraged to find that where they are in 
fact willing to sell, it would be at an 
inflated price bearing in mind the develop- 
ment charge that would have to be paid 
later. The serious shortage of suitable 
building land at a fair price has resulted 
in quite a few people returning building 
licences. They say with justification that 
if they had paid the price asked for the 
land and satisfied the Government’s 
demands under the Town and Country 
Planning. Act, they would have had no 
money left to build a house. 

Certainly, as .the private enterprise 
programme gets under way the uneconomi- 
‘cal building of single houses on isolated 
plots will use an increasingly small pro- 
portion of the industry’s resources. Such 
land as is available for early development 
must certainly be used on the most 
economic basis." Despite the encourage- 
ment given to local authorities by the 
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Gevernment to issue block licences to 
private developers who have land avail- 
able, many local authorities are proceeding 
cautiously and ear-marking each pur- 
chaser before any development is per- 
mitted at all. Quite often these nominees 
of the local authority will have their own 
particular ideas as to the type of house 
they want and any hope of mass production 
methods immediately disappears. It would 
appear at the moment to be the exception 
rather than the rule that contractors are 
enabled to develop, say, 20, 40 or 60 
houses at a time of a similar type on a 
suitable site, the purchasers to be found 
later on the lines of pre-war practice. 


A further difficulty on the block licensing 
principle which is becoming increasingly 
evident is that rural areas surrounding 
towns, while having suitable sites, have an 
inadequate allocation of houses to enable 
block licences to be issued. Much clearer 
guidance to local authorities on the system 
of block licensing is desirable since only 
the most flexible use of these provisions 
can produce conditions in any way 
approaching those of pre-war develop- 
ment. The inadequacy of building land 
in urban areas is causing town dwellers 
to turn to the surrounding rural areas for 
sites. To meet this point the Minister 
has indicated that private enterprise 
licences might be transferred from urban 
to rural authorities. In practice this 
does not appear to be working out at all 
well, since many boroughs are unwilling 
to transfer licences to rural areas, prefer- 
ring to buil@ a higher proportion of 
council houses than they would otherwise 
do because council building land is more 
plentiful than land available for private 
development. Basically, the provisions 
for block licensing and the transfer of 
licences recognise the need for making the 
best possible use of building resources and 
the land available for development ; the 
machinery, however, isnot working 
smoothly and there are many illustrations 
at the present time of private enterprise 
development being frustrated for the 
reasons outlined. Surely the present 
agency for allocating private building 
licences makes the system hidebound and 
restrictive since the narrow economic 
and geographical limits of local authorities 
are not coincident with the areas which 
might be considered composite units for 
housing development. . Would it not be 
more realistic to transfer the control of 
the private enterprise section of the hous- 
ing programme from local authorities to 
a body which could yiew broadly the 
needs of areas and regions as a whole ? 


LAND VALUES 


At the present time dealings in land are 
at a lew level. The prevailing doubt 
about the payments from the Compensa- 
tion Fund both in regard to the dividend 
which will be declared and the market 
value of the stock which will ultimately be 
issued, must obviously have a bearing on 
current dealings in land. Only in the 
case of dead-ripe land is there that 
reasonable certainty which would keep 
prices within reasonable limits. 

The near-ripe concession to builders 
leads them to believe that they would 
suffer no loss under the Actin respect of 
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their near-ripe land. Recent experience, 
however, has caused builders to doubt 
whether the position is as stable as they 
had at first believed. Certain develop- 
ment charges recently assessed have been 
greatly in excess of the agreed claim on the 
Compensation Fund, and when this 
matter has been taken up the answer 
given is that there has been a change in 
land values in the past few years. Builders 
find it very hard to understand why, for 
reasons beyond the developer’s control, 
the development charge should be much 
in excess of the Compensation Claim 
merely through the passage of time. The 
promise of some security which the near- 
ripe concession appeared to give is now 
suspect in the minds of many builders 
and the prices asked for land will tend to 
be influenced as a result. 


This fairly recent development may well 
reduce land transactions even more, 
and many are taking the view that there 
is no reasonable ground for confidence 
that there will be stability in the price of 
one of the essential components in the 
building programme. The land problem 
has several facets, and in each of these 
there is evidence of the influence of the 
Town and Country Planning Act. With- 
out a doubt the existing legislation will 
have to be altered very soon if the housing 
programme is not to fall considerably be- 
low the target the Government has set. 


SALE OF COUNCIL HOUSES 


Building Societies Willfng to Help 
Purchasers 


Mr. WILLIAM W. WETHERILL, J.P. (chair- 
man), presiding at the annual conference 
of the Building Societies Association at 
Brighton on May 14, said that important 
alterations in policy, due to a change of 
Government, had substantially changed the 
position of private-enterprise housing. 


Referring to competition from. other 
lenders, particularly local authorities, he 
said that local authorities had until recently 
been able to offer a rate of interest which 
contained an element of subsidy, and they 
naturally welcomed the removal by the 
Government of this unfair feature. 


“The new Government has agreed that 
local authorities may sell their houses to 
tenants of them,” Mr. Wetherill continued: 
“Even if this new development makes no 
great demands on the funds of building 
societies, I see no reason why tenants should 
not approach societies on this matter; and 
they should be made aware of the fact that 
they have complete liberty in deciding 
from whom to borrow any money they 
need to effect the change from tenancy to 
ownership.” 


Mr. Wetherill said that the total volume 
of money invested in building societies 
increased in 1951 by £95 millions, reaching 
a record total of almost £1,263 millions. 
The total of £268 millions’ advanced on 
mortgage loans in 1951 compared with 
£269 millions in 1950. 

The speaker went on to declare that in 
his opinion the time was overdue for a 
reconsideration of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, and for a really drastic 
reduction of the development charge which 
must otherwise prevent many from becom- 
ing home-owners. 
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BUILDING AND FINANCE 


Prompt Payment of Accounts 
Essential for Increased Productivity 


BECAUSE leaders of the building industry 
feel that the production of houses is 
being seriously hampered by financial diffi- 
culties resulting from local government pay- 
ment methods, representatives of eight 
important associations in the industry have 
met to consider steps to overcome the prob- 
lem, which has also exercised the attention 
of those representing important sections of 
building labour. As a result of a méeting 
held in London recently under the chair- 
manship of Mr. W. S. Shirra, chairman of 
the Distributors of Builders’ Supplies Joint 
Council, the following statement was 
issued:— 4 
The problem of finance is one which is 
having effect upon all types of building con- 
struction and repair work, but is most acute 
in connection with work undertaken on 
behalf of Government departments, national- 
ised industries and local authorities. 

The most serious difficulties arise in regard 
to house-building for local authorities. 

Views expressed at the meeting showed 
clearly that there were avoidable delays in 
payment by some local authorities to the 
builders contracting for them. It is essen- 
tial for the building industry to have speedy 
payment in both the interim and final stages, 
as the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government requires speedy completion of 
houses. . Financing of the building industry 
is certainly a most important aspect of the 
housing problem to-day. It 1s inévitable that 
where previous experience has proved that 
payments are unduly delayed, those tender- 
ing for local authority work will be forced 
to consider this aspect in quoting prices. This 
means dearer houses. Prompt payment 
means the free flow of materials to the site. 
Prompt payment qualifies for monthly dis- 
count, which should reflect in lower prices. 
These financial aspects of the problem and 
their effect on the speedier completion of 
houses should be brought home in the 
strongest possible manner to the Govern- 
mefit, local. councils and, especially, to the 
ratepayers. 

There was general agreement that if the 
recommendations contained in Circular No. 
42 (1952) recently issued by the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government were fully 
implemented, these would go a long way in 
achieving the purpose desired. These in- 
cluded recommendations to local authorities 
to use the standard form of contract with- 
out amendment, to take adequate steps to 
ensure payment being made within the time 
stipulated in the contract, to avoid altera- 
tion in design and equipment of houses dur- 
ing the progress of the work, and to take 
steps to reduce the total amount of money 
withheld from the contractor under retention 
clauses. 

Much will now depend upon the extent 
to which all local authorities will follow the 
advice given by the Ministry. The standing 
orders of many local councils may be an 
impediment to the prompt adoption of cer- 
tain .of the recommendations, but no time 
should be lost in revising these in order that 
the housing surveyors may have reasonable 
freedom to act. 

Government departments and nationalised 
industries will find that in principle the 
present recommendations of the Ministry in 
regard to housing contracts have useful appl- 
cation in other fields of building construction. 

This financial problem is regarded as just 
as important at present to the national build- 
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ing programme as-either the question of 
materials or labour, and if productivity is to 
be maintained or increased and continuity 
of work assured for the essential building 
labour force, all impediments to the settle. 
ment of accounts in proper time must be 
removed. 


Specialists’ and Sub-Contractors’ Views 


The following views were expressed by 
the Federation of Specialists and Sub-Con- 
tractors, and should be considered as alter- 
natives to the main statement:— 

It was generally agreed by those present at 
the meeting that there were serious delays 
in payment by local authorities to builders 
under contract to them. This may well be 
a result of present-day conditions under 
which the initiation and ultimate control of 
building projects are vested in comunittees 
which inevitably lack the flexibility and 
rapidity of decision of the individual build- 
ing owner. The Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, however, in the national 
interest and other departments and national- 
ised industries in their spheres are demand- 
ing speedy construction. This means, how- 
ever, that the effective and economical use 
of labour must be facilitated by a free flow 
of materials to the site; and this in its turn 
must not be impeded by financial ‘stringency 
resulting from the freezing of the contrac- 
tor’s financial resources. If the contractor’s 
own resources are unnecessarily tied up in 
completed work for which payment could 
have been made, he is thrown back upon 
credit and borrowed capital. This in turn 
must mean an addition to the cost of build- 
ing to offset bank charges and the loss of 
cash discounts earned by prompt payment, 
even though credit for these latter is com- 
monly assumed by building authorities 
though they do not themselves pay promptly. 

These financial aspects of the problem 
and their effect on the speedier completion 
of houses and other nationally important 
building should be brought home in the 
strongest possible manner to the. Govern- 
ment, local councils and especially to the 
ratepayers. The Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government has recently issued a Cir- 
cular (No. 42 (1952)) containing recommen- 
dations to local authorities which are designed 
to meet these difficulties. It was generally 
agreed that should these recommendations 
be fully implemented they weuld go. a long 
way in achieving the purpose desired. They 
included recommendations to local authori- 
ties to use the standard form of contract 
without amendment; to take adequate steps 
to ensure payment promptly at the times 
named in the contract of the maximum sums 
due from time to time; to avoid alteration 
in design and equipment for buildings during 
the progress of the work; and to take steps 
to reduce the total amount of money with- 
held from the contractor under retention 
clauses or due to him under any contractual 
conditions governing the variation of prices 
of labour or materials during the currency 
of the contract. 


The following organisations were repre- 
sented at the meeting: Federation of Master 
Builders; National Federation of Roofing 
Contractors; Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and Sub-Contractors; National 
Council of Building Material Producers; 
Building Industry Distributors; Federation 
of Painting Contractors; National Federation 
of Plumbers and Domestic Engineers; Dis- 
tributors of Builders’ Supplies Joint Council; 
representatives of the Institution of Municipal 
Engineers were also present, by invitation. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 

The Housing Bill in Committee 

STANDING COMMITTEE A of the 
House of Commons began considera- 
tion of the Housing Bill on May 6. 

With reference to Clause 1 (Increases in 
Exchequer, etc., contributions and sums 
credited to housing repairs accounts), MR. 
HENRY BROOKE (Conservative) said. that the 
difficulty which troubled some of them was 
the very substantial difference arranged by 
this Bill in favour of flats and against houses 
when built on expensive sites. It was com- 
mon ground that there should be special 
arrangements to assist urban authorities 
who could only find expensive land on which 
to build, but housing in general for many 
years had favoured the mixing of houses and 
flats on such sites rather than covering them 
with flats to the exclusion of houses. When 
this Bill had been passed, each urban hous- 
ing authority would have to consider its 
policy regarding building on expensive sites. 

He was wholly in favour of the develop- 
ment of bombed and other sites which be- 
came available in large towns in preference 
to the authority going into the country and 
building on agricultural land. If this Bill 
became law in its present form, the local 
authority would be advised by its treasurer 
that, should it decide to include some houses 
with the flats on expensive sites, it would 
receive such a substantially smaller subsidy 
that it would be much more profitable to 
the authority to go in for flats alone. To 
give one or two illustrative figures: on land 
at £7,000 an acre the local authority would 
receive a subsidy smaller by £31 14s. a year 
for every house it built where it might have 
built a flat. On cheaper land of £3,000 an 
acre the subsidy would be smaller by £36 12s. 
a year if houses rather than flats were built. 
Those amounts were far greater than the 
difference because the higher would be the 
cost incurred if the local authority built flats. 
Therefore, there was a definite temptation 


“ —almost a bribe—to local authorities to 


build flats exclusively. 

One knew perfectly well the reason why 
things had worked out like this if one had 
been in touch with the calculation of the 
subsidies. The flats subsidy was arrived at 
by calculating the cost of building and 
managing flats in the London area at high 
London prices, whereas the house subsidy 
was calculated by taking the costs of house- 
building outside London where it was not 
necessary to build at London rates and so 
forth, The unfortunate outcome of that 
method of arriving at the subsidy on flats 
had been to upset the balance between the 
subsidies on houses and on flats in the Lon- 
don area. - 

He agreed that this was primarily a Lon- 
don problem, though he thought that some 
of the other big provincial cities in due course 
would support; the view he was expressing 
when they went into the practical possibili- 
ties of building a certain number of houses 
in their centres on high-cost land. The root 
of the trouble was that the subsidies for flats 
on expensive land began to increase when 
the cost of the land rose beyond £1,500 an 
acre, but under the 1949 Act the increased 
subsidies on houses only started to rise when 
the cost of land was more than £3,000 an 
acre. That was the fundamental mistake 
which appeared to be repeated by successive 
Governments, and he had greatly hoped 
that in this Bill it ‘would have been 
corrected. The only question at issue was 
whether, when one had land on which it 
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would be appropriate to develop at a den- 
sity of say 100 persoms to an acre, one 
should do that entirely by providing flats or 
partly by providing houses. 

There were four reasons for correcting 
the mistake. First, it was surely universally 
agreed that it was socially undesirable to 
build flats and nothing but flats in our great 
cities; secondly, if at this time an Act of 
Parliament encouraged flats where houses 
might be built, that meant increasing the 
demand for steel just at a time when we 
wished to reduce the demand in order to 
get on with building; thirdly; this mistaken 
policy encouraged high-cost building where 
building at a lower cost would have been 
practicable, because it was universally agreed 
that it cost more to build flats than it did 
to build houses and therefore one put up 
the cost which somebody or other had to 
meet. Finally, this involved increasing the 
cost to the Exchequer. 

Mr. Donetty (Labour) supported this 
plea, as did Mr. Gipson (Labour). The 
latter said that they would like to build more 
cottages in London than they had built so 
far, and the London Plan, in fact, provided 
for a suitable number of cottages to be built. 
He did not like the idea of getting a few 
cottages on an estate by the expedient of 
building very high blocks of flats, 10 or 12 
or 14 storeys high. He had serious doubts 
whether, in a few years’ time,, if they solved 
the housing problem, some of those high 
blocks of flats would be let. 

In the course of further debate Mr. 
SparKs (Labour) said there was a case for 
special consideration for the new town 
development corporations. They were giv- 
ing a special standard amount to local 
authorities to build houses for the agricul- 
tural population and the Minister should 
consider the position of the corporations 
with a view to granting them some extra and 
special contribution to make good the 
deficiency in regard to the increased subsidies 
compared with the increased loan charges. 
The Minister was living in a fool’s paradise 
if he thought that in the next few years the 
cost of housing construction would go down. 
The only way it could go down would be 
by building a smaller house with fewer 
superficial feet—in other words, by jerry- 
building. Higher wage claims would also 
increase the cost of building. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, replying to the 
debate, said that he appreciated the special 
problems of the new town corporations. He 
tried to study them and to make them a 
success in every way. They would help in 
the rehousing of the people. 

With regard to the flat versus house prob- 
lem, he admitted that he did not claim any 
special knowledge, nor could he have 
obtained it in a very few months, on such 
a very big problem. He would certainly 
continue to study to see whether by some 
future adjustment they could get a better 
result. 

In Exchequer subsidies they had to make 
something which was more or less applicable 
over the whole country. The problem of 
the flat and the house was that it was not 
one to which a single decision could be 
given. It depended where the place was and 
on the conditions of the site. He thought 
the best thing was to encourage development 
most suited to local problems, and that 
applied as much to the flat and the house 
problem. as to the rest of his relations with 
local authorities. He had tried at every 
stage to introduce as much flexibility as pos- 
sible and to encourage them to make 
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decisions themselves rather than te impose 
them from the Ministry. 

Mr. DOoneLty asked the Minister if in 
general principle he was in broad agreement 
with the terms of the Brooke report on flats. 

Mr. MACMILLAN replied that he would 
study the matter and they had very good 
advisers and very good machinery for deal- 
ing with it. They would see how far some 
change might be required as things developed 
and they could see a little more clearly the 
view of the whole housing picture. 

The Clause was ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

On May 7, the whole sitting was occupied 
with an amendment to Clause 2 to delete the 
proviso making it possible for an Exchequer 
contribution to be made for the recondition- 
ing of old tied cottages or for the building 
of new tied cottages. 

The amendment was under discussion 
when the Committee adjourned. 


Prefabricated Schools 


On May 8, in reply to Dr. Kina, the 
Minister of Education, Miss HorssruGa, 
said that her Department was co-operating 
with local education authorities and manu- 
facturers in the development of several pre- 
fabricated systems of construction suitable 
for multi-storey school buildings. As 
announced in Circular 245, she had asked the 
Building Research Station to study the use 
of steel in school building, and to make 
recommendations, 


Anderson Shelters 


On May 8, in reply to Mr. Fitzroy 
MACLEAN, the Home Secretary, Sim Davip 
MAXWELL FYFE, said it was not intended at 
present to manufacture or distribute Ander- 
son shelters, but plans had been made for 
their rapid production, if required. 


Private Licences 


On May 5, Mr. R. H. Jenkins asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would take steps to give local 
authorities power to prevent builders insist- 
ing that the holders of private licences for 
whom they were building should take out 
mortgages with a specified building society? 

Mr. MARPLEs said the Minister had no 
evidence that such a power was necessary. 
Blitzed Cities 

On May 6, Mr. Foor asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government how many 
licences for new projects in the reconstruc- 
tion area of the city of Plymouth had been 
issued since October 25 last. 

Mr. MaArRPLES: None, sir. 

Mr. Foor then asked when he would 
make a statement on the licences to be issued 
this year for new projects in the reconstruc- 
tion area of the city of Plymouth. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that the Minister regret- 
ted that under present conditions it was not 
possible for him to sponsor any new work 
in the reconstruction areas of the blitzed 
cities. He was, however, fully alive to the 
cities’ needs and he was keeping the matter 
constantly under review. 


Scottish Housing 

On May 6, Lapy TwEEDSMUIR asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland what number 
of prefabricated timber houses were expec- 
ted to be completed in Scotland by the end 
of 1953. 

Mr. Stuart said that the aim was to com- 
plete the whole programme of 3,000 houses 
by the end of 1953. 

Mr. PATRICK MAITLAND asked the Secre- 
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tary of State whether, since his plans to 
import Swedish prefabricated houses had 
been frustrated by the general exchange diffi- 
culties of the European Payments Union to 
which Sweden belongs, he would continue 
to explore the possibility of importing such 
houses from countries within the sterling 
area to hasten the Scottish housing pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Stuart said he was not aware of any 
source of supply of this kind. He would be 
glad to consider any particulars Mr. Mait- 
land cared to give him. 

In reply to a question from Mr. HuBBARD, 
Mr. SruarT said that 214 of the 3,000 
Swedish houses allocated to Scotland were 
offered to local authorities in Fife, including 
72 to Glenrothes Development Corporation. 
By May 3, a total of 88 had been accepted. 

Replying to Mr. Hoy, Mr. Sruarr said 
that 100 of thesé houses had been offered 
to Edinburgh. 

Mr. Patrick MAITLAND asked the Secre- 
tary of State whether he was satisfied with 
the progress of housing undertaken by the 
East Kilbride Development Corporation; 
how many new houses had been built to the 
last convenient date; and what sums had 
been borrowed by the Corporation to date. 

' Mr. Sruart said that at April 30 the Cor- 
poration had completed 357 houses and had 
1,032 under construction or contracted for. 
There had been difficulties about the labour 
supply, which had now been increased, The 
total advances to the Corporation amounted 
to £1,428,380 at March 31 last. 


Grosvenor Square 

On May 6, Mr. REMNANT asked the 
Minister of Works whether he had yet 
received an application for a licence to re- 
build the west side of Grosvenor Square; 
for what purpose it was to be rebuilt; and 
at what estimated cost. 

Mr. Ecctes said that no such application 
had been received by his Department. 


DISTRICT COUNCIL FINED £50 
Failure to Obtain Licence for Bandstand 


"THE Eighth District Council, Cambuslang, 

Lanarkshire, were fined £50 at Hamil- 
ton Sheriff, Court when they admitted 
through an agent, Mr. D. C. C. MacFarlane, 
a charge of beginning work on the construc: 
tion of a bandstand in Cambuslang public 
park without first obtaining the authority of 
the Secretary of State for Scotland. 

The council, the Depute Fiscal (Mr. D. S. 
Thaw) said, was a statutory body. If the 
cost of the bandstand had been under £500 
the approval of the Secretary of State would 
not have been required. The estimated 
cost, however, was in the region of £1,600. 
An application for a licence for the pur- 
chase of raw materials had drawn the atten- 
tion of the Ministry of Works to the matter. 

Mr. MacFarlane said that in May, 1949, 
the council had received a communication 
from the Secretary of State on the provision 
of entertainment facilities in public parks. As 
a result the council had instructed a firm of 
architects to draw up plans for the band- 
stand. The council thought that the archi- 
tect would obtain the necessary permission 
from the Secretary of State. 

Sheriff Bryden interrupted Mr. MacFar- 
lane to say that it was not the architect’s 
job to get the authority from the Secretary 
of State but the Council’s. In imposing the 
fine, the minimum one for such an offence, 
the Sheriff said that it was the duty of the 
council to see that the regulations were com- 
plied with. It had been negligence to assume 
that the architect would deal with the matter. 
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SUB-CONTRACTED 
PLASTERING 


Dispute on a Welsh Contract 
A CLAIM by a Finsbury Park plastering 

contractor against a Hounslow building 
contractor for two weeks* wages for six 
of his men who worked a fortnight on a 
Swansea housing estate in July, 1950, before 
walking off the site, was heard by Judge 
Dale at Westminster County Court on 
May 7. 

Mr. H. C. Nutt, of 264, Hermitage-road, 
N.4, claimed £162 11s..1d., for work done 
and labour supplied, from R. B. Burden, 
Ltd., of 155, Staines-road, Hounslow. There 
was a counter-claim for £91 5s. 6d. It 
was a new trial, the case having previously 
been heard before Judge Blagden. 

Plaintiff’s counsel (Mr. A. L. J. Lincoln) 
said plaintiff sent six men to Swansea to 
do plastering in July, 1950, by agreement 
with defendants. Mr. Lincoln said when 
the men arrived there they found there were 
only two houses ready for them to work 
upon instead of 12 as they had expected. 
There were many obstacles and con- 
ditions left much to be desired. He 
alleged Welsh building workers on the 
site had had a short strike because plaintiff’s 
employees were allowed to work overtime. 
“There was a good deal of feeling about 
Londoners invading the site,’ added Mr. 
Lincoln. When they found they were 
getting behind. with their schedule because 
of lack of equipment, the men left and 
returned to London. 

Mr. Nutt, who told of the agreement to 
send the six men to the Swansea Corpora- 
tion Penlan housing site, said he had been 
in the trade for 25 years and employed 40 
men. After receiving complaints from 
defendants that his men on the site were 


“messing about and not doing the work” ° 


he travelled to Swansea. He described the 
organisation on the site as bad and said 
his men were unable to do their plastering 
work all the time by delays in other work. 

Mr. H. Lester, defending counsel, pointed 
out that the counter-claim was in respect 
of damages for delay in completing the 
work. The work had been delayed by three 
weeks. because plaintiffs men walked out, 
and defendants had therefore to pay for 
extra overhead expenses, plus a penalty to 
Swansea Corporation for delay in non- 
completion of the houses to schedule. He 
maintained that, as plaintiff's men had 
broken their contract, defendants had no 
liability for the fortnight’s wages. They had 
concluded the agreement with plaintiff for 
the sole reason that they wanted the houses 
completed quickly and they would not have 
entered into an agreement for two or three 
weeks’ work only. 

The judge said he was satisfied the agree- 
ment was a wage agreement, and therefore 
plaintiff was entitled to ask for wages for 
the time his men actually worked on the 
site. Any reduction in the sum he claimed 
could only be by way of an action for 
damages for breach of contract. He was 
satisfied from the correspondence that the 
reason the men left the site was not because 
of the equipment but because of “ trade 
union matters.” Regarding the counter- 
claim he considered defendants were entitled 
to ask for the additional overhead expenses 
incurred, but not the extra corporation 
penalties for non-completion of houses. — 

The judge gave judgment for plaintiff 
with costs, and awarded defendants 
£61 5s. 6d., with costs, on counter-claim. 
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EUROPEAN TIMBER 


Traders Review Market Situation 


(GOVERNMENT and business representa- 

tives from 18 countries convened in 
Geneva on May 2 to consider developments 
in the European timber market. They were 
attending the ninth session of the Timber 
Committee of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe. 

During the session the delegates, among 
other things, reviewed the European situation 
and outlook in sawn softwood, pitprops and 
pulpwood, considering balances between 
demand and availabilities during 1952 and 
1953, and drew conclusions and recommenda- 
tions. 

In an opening statement to the Timber 
Committee, GUNNAR MyrDAL, ECE executive 
secretary, described the present market situa- 
tion as strikingly different from that of last 
spring. While then there was much talk of 
shortages of timber and wood pulp and of 
consequent rapid rises in prices, to-day stocks 
in producers’ hands were rising and fears 
were even being expressed of a fall in con- 
sumption and the emergence of a surplus, 
Mr. Myrdal explained. 

He added that, while ups and downs in 
the market had burdensome effects both for 
producers and consumers, it was through 
such fluctuations that a reasonably free 
economy exercised its corrective influence 
and ensured that developments, including 
prices, did not go too much out of line. 
Basic Trends 

Mr. Myrdal stressed the importance to 
European timber producers and consumers 
of keeping sight of big and basic trends, 
irrespective of temporary fluctuations. - The 
first draft of an ECE/FAO study of timber 
trends revealed three striking facts, the 
ECE executive secretary continued. The 
first of these was that although Europe’s 
timber trade was still one-third below its 
pre-war level, consumption of sawn softwood 


was only one million standards or about 10 . 


per cent. lower in 1950 than in 1937. How- 
ever, there was not a general decline in 
Europe’s timber consumption, for the drop 
of two million standards in consumption in 
the United Kingdom and Germany was due 
to special circumstances, and the other 
European countries had actually increased 
their consumption in 1950 by one million 
standards over that of the best pre-war years. 

A second important fact, Mr. Myrdal 
explained, wag that the post-war recovery of 
Europe’s production of sawn softwood had 
been “ quite encouraging.” Leaving aside 
the Soviet Union, Europe’s output of sawn 
softwood was already slightly larger in 
1950 than in the best pre-war year, and had 
risen_even a further few per cent. in 1951. 
The ‘third significant development was that 
the reduction in timber supplies available 
to European importing countries could be 
traced almost entirely to the heavy fall in 
exports from the Soviet Union. 


Forest Products Research Laboratory 


_ Six timber leaflets have recently been 
issued by the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, Forest Products Re- 
search Laboratory, Princes Risborough, 
Aylesbury, Bucks. These concern Agba, 
Dahoma, Danka, Makoré, Ramin, and three 
timbers reported to be type trees of exten- 
sive savannah forests in East Africa. Copies 
of these leaflets may be obtained, free of 
charge, from the Laboratory. 
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MODERN BUILDING PLANT 
A Lancashire Exhibition 

A “ MODERN BUILDING PLANT ” exhibition, 
which will bring together on one site the 
latest machinery and equipment for builders, 
from the small operator te the large contrac- 
tor, is to be .held in Preston, Lancashire, 
from June 12 to 18. It is being organised 
by the Ministry of Works in association with 
manufacturers of building plant and equip- 
ment. 

The exhibition, covering an area of 100,000 
square feet in the car park of Preston North 
End football ground, Deepdale-road, is to 
be opened by Mr. Hugh Molson, M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, at 3 p.m. on Thursday, June 12. 

Ways of speeding housebuilding and reduc- 
ing costs by increased mechanisation wil] be 
an important feature. Equipment to be 
demonstrated on the site will range from a 
tower crane capable of lifting material up 
to 138 feet, to a nail gun which fires nails 
or studs into brick, steel or concrete. 

Other. exhibits will include earth augers, 

concrete mixers, scrapers, scaffolding, and a 
wide range of tractors, bulldozers, powered 
barrows and mobile hoists. There will alsc 
be demonstrations of powered hand tools, 
many of them of interest to the ordinary 
householder, which visitors will have an 
opportunity of trying for themselves. Fifty 
manufacturers from all parts of Britain will 
be exhibiting. Craft demonstrations are 
being arranged in co-operation with technical 
education authorities in the area. Appren- 
tices and building students will be seen at 
bricklaying, masonry, plastering and plumb- 
ing. 
The public will be admitted to the exhibi- 
tion daily from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (8 p.m. on 
June 12 and 16), except Sunday. Price of 
admission is 1s. 

The Ministry of Works have made arrange- 
ments to hold a “ Modern Building Plant” 
exhibition in Wales, next September. It will 
be at Sophia Gardens Field, Cardiff, on 
September 18-24 inclusive. 


SLOW PROGRESS ON HOUSING 
CONTRACT ALLEGED 
Council Dismiss Builder 
A MATTER of interest to builders: generally 
came up in the Midlands when, on May 6, 
Oldbury Council decided to dismiss a build- 
ing contractor because of the alleged slow 
progress he had made in completing a 

housing contract. 

CeUNCILLOR A. GUNN, chairman of the 
housing committee, said that the council 
was determined to stop the slow progress 
by contractors, who must be expected by 
a local authority to work at a reasonable 
speed if they accepted a contract. 

In the case under review, it was asserted 
that the contractor. began work on 24 houses 
in November, 1949, and had completed 
only 21. Warnings had been given by the 
authorities to the contractor to “ proceed 
diligently ” with the work, and at the last 
meeting of the housing committee the con- 
tractor was given 14 days to step up the 
rate of building, but since then no work 
had been done. 


Daywork Charges 

The London Master armed asta 
has issued: Schedules of ChargeS and Hire- 
Rates for Dayworks, 1952, for general appli- 
cation, but prepared for particular use with 
the National Schedule of Daywork Charges, 
Supplement 1, Schedule (0)}—Haulage—Re- 
vised March. 31, 1952. 
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SHORTAGE OF MONEY FOR 
BUILDING 
Eastern Federation’s Review 


GQ HORTAGE of money for building work 

is becoming a dominant factor, states 
the president’s half-yearly review issued by 
the Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. 

“In several parts of the region,” it is 
stated, “the volume of building work being 
carried out is now determined by the money 
building owners are willing to spend and 
not by the licensing ‘ceilings’ of local 
authorities. The industry in our coastal 
towns is suffering from a shortage of work 
and unemployment is on the increase. ...In 
my view, it would be possible on the experi- 
ence in our region to raise very considerably 
the free licence limit, or even remove it 
altogether, without materially affecting work 
on housing and other essential commit- 
ments such as defence.” 

Reference is made to the effect on build- 
ing costs of increased wages and improved 
conditions for operatives. ‘“*Costs,” it is 
stated, “are being steadily advanced with- 
out any evidence of an increase in produc- 
tion, and continued pressure for higher rates 
without regard to the cost the market can 
bear, is bound in time to produce a very 
serious situation for our industry. This con- 
stant pressure is certain to have an effect 
on industrial relations.*. . .” 

Of apprenticeship, the president’s review 
has this to say: “At the present time the 
intake of indentured boys is quite inade- 
quate for our needs if we-are to maintain 
our present craft force in the future... . 
The view held by our region is that on 
the basis of our experience over the past 
six or seven years there is a need. for a 
fresh approach to apprenticeship matters, 
and for greater flexibility in the administra- 
tion of our scheme. . . . There would appear 
to be a need for greater decentralisation in 
a scheme which may easily become lifeless 
and cumbersome through too much central 
control... . .” 
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PAINTING CONTRACTORS 
Coronation Preparations 


(THE appeal made by Mr. David Eccles, 

Minister of Works, for a determined 
effort to give buildings up and down the 
country a bright and cheerful appearance 
for the Coronation year, was strongly sup- 
ported by Mr. ARTHUR E. WILSON, president 
of the Federation of Painting Contractors, 
when he addressed members at the Federa- 
tion’s annual general meeting in London 
recently. 

Throughout the length and breadth of 
the land, said Mr. Wilson, a vast amount 
of painting work would be necessary if the 
country was to look festive and clean for 
that notable occasion. Referring to the 
Minister’s appeal, he declared: “It will be 
shortsightedness indeed if the Federation 
does not accept the behest and move heaven 
and earth to carry it out.” : 

There appeared to be no reason, continued 
Mr. Wilson, why there should not be an 
immediate response by thousands of indus- 
trialists, businessmen and others. The excess 
profits levy, he suggested, might be a con- 
siderable influencing factor in making a job 
of painting an attractive proposition to 
many. Much repainting work had been 
left undone for years, and if some of it 
was not soon attended to it would soon 
develop into a matter not of repainting but 
of considerable replacements. 

It was up to those whose finances justified 
it, he said, to provide for a large item of 
painting and redecoration within the next 
year’s expenditure. By so doing they would 
ensure the maintenance and value of their 
assets and make a worthwhile contribution 
to this important occasion. 


Examination Results 


The Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute has announced the results 
of the 1952 professional examinations. Of 
the 376 candidates who sat for the Final, 
266. were successful and of the 191 who 
entered for the Direct Final, 95 passed. The 
Daniel Watney medal and prize was awarded 
to Kenneth A. Blewitt, of Grantham, Lincs. 


Terminology of Cost Accountancy 


Over the past 15 years “Costing Termin- 
ology,” published by the Institute of Cost 
and Works Accountants, has been widely 
It is now replaced by a revised 
edition, “Terminology of. Cost Accounf- 
ancy” which, it is claimed, provides a com- 
prehensive and coherent collection of terms 
and definitions by means of which discussions 
and expositions of costing can be carried on. 
This revised edition, priced at 2s. 6d., is 
available from the Institute at 63, Portland- 
place, W.1. é 
Canadian Housing Declines 

In an official report from Ottawa, it is 
stated that for the first time since the end 
of the war and the formation of the Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation, ‘tne 
volume of house building declined in 1951. 
The level of new residential foundations 
from May until the end of the year was 
progressively lower than in 1950. During 
the year about 72,000 dwellings, including 
conversions, were started, which represents 
a decline of 24 per cent. from 1950. Com- 
pletions at about 84,000 were 8 per cent. 
tower than last year. In the six years ending 
in 1950 completions averaged 76,000 units. 
Dwellings under construction at the end 
of the year numbered about 46,000, as com- 
pared with 60,000 at the end of 1950. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Architects at Golf 


The annual match between the R.I.B.A. 
Golfing Society and the Building Alliance 
Golfing Society took place as a re-arranged 
fixture at Camberley Heath on April 29. 

* The singles in the morning resulted in a 
tie at 94 matches each, but in the four- 
somes in the afternoon the Building Alliance 
won by the odd match. 


Books on Architecture 

A selected list of books concerned with 
architecture, compiled for the National Book 
League by Mr. James Palmes, librarian of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, has 
been issued by Cambridge University Press. 
The list is intended for the general reader, the 
teacher and the student, and not for the 
specialist in the art and science of archi- 
tecture. It is priced at one shilling. 


Salisbury Cathedral Spire 


Repairs to the spire of Salisbury Cathedral 
have been completed at a cost lower than 
was estimated, and the spire appeal fund 
is to elose on May 31. Originally it was 
thought that the repair of the spire would 
cost £30,000; the amount so far raised by 
the appeal is about £45,200, and after paying 
for repairs and other expenses there is a 
balance of £23,100, out of which it is pro- 
posed to build new workshops, leaving from 
£15,000 to £17,000 to be used for main- 
tenance and repair of the cathedral fabric. 


Sanitary Inspectors’ Working Party 

The Sanitary Inspectors’ Working Party 
set up by the Minister of Health last year 
invite any persons or bodies interested in 
their investigations and who wish to submit 
evidence to write to their Secretary, Mr. 
W. A. Fuller, Ministry of Health, Savile- 
rew, W.1. Any evidence offered should be 
limited- to matters within the Working 
Party’s terms of reference which are as 
follows: “To enquire into the nature of the 
work at present being done by sanitary 
inspectors and the nature and functioning 
of the present arrangements for their recruit- 
ment, training and qualification, and to 
report on the adequacy of such arrange- 
ments:” 


South Bank Demolitions 
Mr. David Eccles, Minister of Works, was 
among those present at the South Bank 
site on Tuesday when George Cohen Sons 
and Co., Ltd., invited members of the Press 
to see the progress being made in the dis- 
mantling of the Dome of Discovery, the 
Transport Pavilion and other buildings. Mr. 
. Eccles spoke of the urgency of getting the 
site cleared quickly so that it could be laid 
out as a public open space, before the 
Coronation next year. Referring to the 
widely expressed desire that the Dome and 
the Skylon should have been re-erected else- 
where, he said that engineers had told him 
that that would not have been a commercial 
proposition, since many of the members of 
these buildings were under compression, and 
once taken apart they would expand and 
- become very difficult to piece together again. 
Mr. Eccles was presented with the. plaque 
that was set in the ground to mark the 
central axis of the Skylon by Mr. Cyril 
Cohen, chairman and managing director of 
George Cohen Sons and Co., Ltd. 
It is expected that the Skylon, which has 
been acquired by George Cohen, Sons and 
Co., Ltd., will yield about 30 tons of metal. 
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Canadian Housing 


The report of the proceedings at the 
thirty-fourth annual general meeting of the 
Canadian Construction Association, which 
was held in Toronto in January last, has 
just been published. At this meeting the 
C.C.A. passed a resolution urging the 
Federal Government to recognise that an 
annual programme of from 100,000 to 
125,000 dwelling units should normally be 
considered as a minimum national target. 


“ People’s Houses ” at Canterbury 

Speaking at Canterbury on May 12, when 
he opened a group of “People’s Houses,” 
Mr. ERNEST MarpPLES, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, said that this city had com- 
pleted more houses in proportion to its popu- 
lation than any other county borough, and 
had now built the first “ People’s Houses ” 
in Kent. ‘Fourteen such houses. had been 
completed in 12 weeks from the time the 
builders entered the site. ‘‘ What a justifica- 
tion of our claim that the houses can be 
built .quicker! Everyone who has had a 
hand in the building of these houses is 
greatly to be praised,” he declared. 


West African Ministers’ Visit 


Thirty Africans from the Gold Coast, 
including the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment, the Minister of Housing, the Deputy 
Speaker of the new Parliament and the two 
Paramount Chiefs, were guests in London 
recently of Taylor Woodrow, Ltd.. Mr. 
Frank Taylor, whose firm is extending 
Takoradi Harbour, the Gold Coast’s chief 
port, heard that the party was inspecting 
building methods in Holland and persuaded 
them to see something of British building 
methods on their way back. They were 
shown Atlantic House, Holborn; the Duke 
of Westminster’s new flats in Pimlico; a 
film showing Arcon structures; and a colour 
film of their own harbour at_ Takoradi. 
Leading members of the party were: Minis- 
ter of Local Government, Hon. E. O. Asafu 
Adjaye; Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Local Government, Mr. E. M. Hyde-Clarke; 
Minister of Housing, Hon. Dr. Ansah Koi; 
Deputy Speaker, Hon. Dr. D. K. Fiawou; 
Paramount Chief Ashanti, Member of Legis- 


lative Assembly, Hon. Nana Donkya 
Dunquah; Paramount Chief Colony, Mem- 
ber Legislative Assembly, Hon. Nana 


Kwamin Kkyi XI. 
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Building Employment 

The Ministry of Labour and National 
Service estimate that there was an increase 
of 14,000 in employment in building and 
contracting during March. The _ total 
employed in that month was 1,423,000. 


Camberwell Housing 


Camberwell Borough Council have decided 
to appoint a Director of Housing at a salary 
of £1,750 rising to £2,000 who, among other 
duties, would be responsible for all direct 
labour work on housing. The post is shortly 
to be advertised. : 


Derequisitioning Progress 

In April the Ministry of Works derequi- 
sitioned 26 premises occupied for Govern- 
ment purposes, and returned them; wholly or 
in part, to owners or previous occupiers, The 
accommodation area thus released was 
approximately 85,000 sq. ft. 


Floodlighting of London Buildings 


The Minister of Works and the London 
Electricity Board announce that the following 


buildings will be floodlit during the 
summer: Somerset House, the National 
Gallery, St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church, 


Nelson’s Column, the Admiralty Arch, the 
Horse Guards, Big Ben Clock Tower, West- 


minster Abbey and St. Margaret’s Church, - 


and St. Paul’s Cathedral. Floodlighting will 
probably begin on June 1 and continue until 
the end of September. The lights will be 
switched on each evening from dusk until 
11.30 p.m. 


Timber for Steel 


Speaking in London on Tuesday of the 
savings in steel that could be achieved by the 
substitution of timber, for which purpose the 
Government had announced Jast March that 
a committee would be set up under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Marples, Mr. G. B. 
Crow, chairman of the Timber Development 
Association, said: “I can now tell you that 
work is to proceed at once with a view to 
an early report on the possibility and desir- 
ability of substituting timber for steel and 
that the T.D.A. has been asked to assist in 
the investigation. The Government, of 
course, is not committed to any recommenda- 
tions which may be made, but we have at 
long last seen a big step in the direction of 
a fair and impartial assessment of our 
claims. We feel confident that we can pro- 
vide the tools and it only remains for the 
Government to do the job.” 
have now issued their annual report for 1951. 
Firm’s Centenary 

One hundred years of building lie behind 
John Willmott and Sons (Hitchin), Ltd. The 
firm has just celebrated its centenary. Nearly 
350 employees were invited to a dinner and 
an illustrated history of the firm has been 
produced in the form of a brochure. The 
story is one of steady growth and expansion 
since the day in 1852 when a Bassingbourn 
bricklayer, John Willmott, encouraged by a 
local squire to start business on his own 
account, constructed a well in an orchard at 


Wimpole Park. As the firm progressed and ° 


prospered it set a high standard of crafts- 
manship and did work in many parts of 
England. During the last 20 years Willmotts 
have erected many types of buildings includ- 
ing factories, schools, hospitals, ‘houses, rail- 
way buildings and contracts for H.M. Forces. 
The basi¢ qualities of a successful business 
were referred to by Mr. W. G. Willmott, 
chairman, at the firm’s celebration dinner. 
He described them as a combination of 
Christian ethics and commonsense. 
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BUILDING INDUSTRY AND WAGE 


CLAIMS 
National President’s Statement 


SPEAKING at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers at Bury St. Emunds, on May 13, 
Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, national president, 
said: “Reports in the Press show that, despite 
the general recognition of the urgent need 
for restraint, claims for increased wages are 
likely to be made shortly by the operatives 
in some other industries and I should like 
to take this opportunity of correcting the 
view, prevalent in some quarters, that it is 
the building industry which leads the way 
in this matter. The opposite is the case. It 
is true that wages in our industry are linked 
by a sliding scale to the cost-of-living, but 
the facts are that this does not operate till 
the end of the year concerned and that we 
have regularly found that, when this time 
has come, the workers in other industries, 
either by direct agreement with the employers 
or after recourse to arbitration, have already 
received, sometimes several months earlier, 
increases which are much higher than those 
due to our operatives under the sliding scale.” 


CEMENT IMPORTS TO CEASE 
Steps to Increase Home Supplies 


THE MINISTER OF WorkKS has been in con- 
sultation with the Cement Makers’ Federa- 
tion about the supply of cement in Scotland 
and on the North East Coast, where there 
have been exceptional demands during the 
first few months of this year for defence 
and other purposes much in excess of the 
corresponding period of last year. 

The Ministry of Works states that the 
shortage has to some extent been mitigated 
by imports from ‘the Continent. Having 
regard to the fact that payments for imports 
from Europe are now, in effect, almost all 
in gold or dollars, it has been decided. that 
no further imports shall be authorised. 

The members of the Cement Makers’ 
Federation have co-operated fully and 
actively,.and are taking urgent steps to 
increase the supply of British cement 
Thor sag to Scotland and the North East 

oast. 


Deliveries of cement from the works are 
now at record levels. 

The Ministry emphasise that there is no 
Treason to fear prolonged or widespread 
shortage in any part of the country pro- 
vided that consumers, particularly in those 
districts which have recently experienced 
difficulty, co-operate by confining their 
immediate purchases to the amounts required 
for work actually in hand, and by ordering 
their future supplies well in advance. 


Pitched Roofing Competitions 

_ In July, 1947, the National Pitched Roof- 
ing Council, 30, Gordon-street, W.C.1, pub- 
lished a report on the pitched roofing com- 
petitions held under its aegis during the two 
previous years at Schools of Architecture in 
Great Britain. The competitions have been 
continued since that time and have now 
become a permanent feaure of the curricu- 
lum at those Schools of Architecture which 
are participating in the facilities offered by 
the Council. The Council have therefore 


considered it desirable to revise and bring 
up to date its earlier report and to lay down 
in it the general conditions and rules which 
govern the competitions. 





THE BUILDER 





BUILDING LABOUR FORCE 
Mr. Deakin on Need for Organisation 


Mr. ARTHUR DEAKIN, general secretary of 
the Transport and General Workers’ Union 
and chairman of the T.U.C. General Coun- 
cil, said at the conference of the National 
Association of -Operative Plasterers in Lon- 
don on Tuesday that he believed that the 
building industry could be so organised as to 
give a sense of security to the worker and 
bring productivity that would enable the 
country to get all the houses, hospitals, 
schools, and factories required. The organ- 
isation of the building trade reflected no 
great credit on anybody when one considered 
that of a labour force of 1,250,000 only 
600,000 at the outside were organised 
workers. 

There was in the industry a backlog of 
tradition of bad conditions which did not 
make for the productivity so essential to-day. 
We were again faced with a reduction in 
quality of the homes to be provided under 
present Government policy. To set out on 
a policy of 11 homes for the price of 10 
simply meant that we were going to pro- 
duce the type of property which in 30 years 
would be slum property. 

He suggested that since the Conservative 
Government came to power there had been 
a tendency among employers “to cane us 
for what they regard as the deficiencies they 
had to put up with while Labour was govern- 
ing. All I can say is that if they insist on 
trying to carry out that sort of disciplinary 
procedure we shall be quite ready.” 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Licensing Arrangements for Hardwood 

Notice to Importers No. 478 stated that 
open individual licences permitting the 
importation of hardwood had been with- 
drawn and that a further notice would be 
issued about future import licensing arrange- 
ments. It was subsequently announced 
(Notice to Importers No. 481) that hard- 
wood, African pencil cedar and certain manu- 
factures of hardwood could be imported 
without separate licence, if consigned from 
and originating in the Scheduled Territories, 
Muscat and Oman. 

Applications for licences to import hard- 
wood from the other countries previously 
covered by the open individual licences will 
now be considered by the Timber. Control, 
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Lacon House, Theobalds-road, W.C.1, who 
will be responsible for recommending the 
issue of licences to the Import Licensing 
Branch of the Board of Trade. 


Applications must be accompanied by a 
signed contract and by evidence, where 
export licences are required, that the export 
of the goods concerned will be sanctioned by 
the authorities of the exporting country. 
No undertaking can be given that an import 
licence will be issued in any particular case. 


TRADE NEWS 


Fluorescent Lighting Fittings 


The General Electric Co., Ltd., Magnet 
House, Kingsway, London, W-C.2, have 
issued a brochure and price list for industrial 
and commercial fluorescent lighting fittings. 


Solid Fuel Appliances 


Two new solid fuel appliances, the York- 
vale heat-retention cooker and the Cheston 
all-night burning fire, have been introduced 
by Radiation, Ltd., Radiation House, Strat- 
ford-place, W.1. 


Display Lighting 

A catalogue, No. 792-52, on outdoor, 
industrial and display lighting has been pre- 
pared by Falk Stadelmann and Co., Ltd.. 
91, Farringdon-road, London, E.C.1. 


New Facade at Castle Bromwich 


Stramit Boards, Ltd., Packet Boat Dock, 
Cowley Peachey, Uxbridge, supplied their 
Stramit building slabs as a roof deck ‘on 
the-canopy of the new permanent entrance 
to the Castle Bromwich section of the B.IF. 
This was illustrated in our issue of May 2. 


An Emulsion Paint 


A brand of emulsion paint called “ Per- 
macote” has been put on the market by 
Solignum, Ltd.,. 30, Norfolk-street, W.C. It 
is based on mnon-oxidising oil-free plastic 
resin dispersed in water. On application 
the water evaporates, leaving a continuous 
layer of pigmented plastic resin. For both 
interior and exterior use, it can be applied 
to almost any surface whether porous or 
non-porous, including plaster, cement, asbes- 
tos sheeting, stonework, wood, wallboards, 
stucco, brick, glass, previously painted sur- 
faces and over wallpaper. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. D. A. STewart, A.M.1.C.E., A.M.LE.E., is now 
acting for Messrs. Sandberg of 40, Grosvenor-gardens, 
London, S.W.1, as their consulting civil engineer, with 
particular reference to concrete design and testing. 

D. ANDERSON AND SON, LTD., announce the appoint- 
ment of two members of their staff, Mr. D. P. ANDERSON 
and Mr. W. .H. BARKER, to the board of directors. 

Tue NortH British Rupser Co., Edinburgh and 
Dumfries, announce -the appointment of Mr. R. L- 
CHATTERSON as general works manager as from May !. 

AT THE annual general meeting of the Burton-on-Trent 
and South Derbyshire Chamb of : % 
CouNCILLOR T. OsBORNE, chairman and managing 
director of the Midland Joinery Works, Ltd., Burton-on- 
Trent, was elected president. 

Mr. G. W. A. MILter, F.C.1.S., chairman and managing 
director of Eastwoods, Ltd., has been re-appointed hon. 
treasurer of Building Industry Distributors. 

"Kerry BLACKMAN, LtpD., announce that they are 
transferring Mr. J. G. EMINTON, formerly of the London 
head office, to Bristol. Initially, the area he will cover is 
west of’a line Banbury-Witney-Salisbury-Poole-Swanage, 
and enquiries from this area should be addressed to 
Mr. Eminton at 13, West Dene, Westbury-on-Trym, 
Bristol, Glos. (Tel. : Stoke Bishop 82519). 

Mr. JoHN CREEK has been appointed General 
Manager of Fibreglass Ltd. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Saving an Historic Facade 
AN attempt is likely to be made to save 

the facade of Provost Ross’s House, a 
building of historic and architectural interest 
in the Shiprow, Aberdeen, which the corpora- 
tion Finance Committee proposed should be 
demolished because of its dangerous condi- 
tion. The council had originally decided to 
reconstruct the building at a cost of £13,720, 
but the Finance Committee, after consider- 
ing a report, decided because of the danger- 
ous condition of the building that, subject 
to any necessary consent by the Ministry .of 
Works and the Department of Health for 
Scotland, the city architect be authorised to 
demolish it. 

In view of communications from the 
Saltire Society and from the National Trust 
for Scotland on the subject Aberdeen Town 
Council has decided to remit back the com- 
mittee’s recommendation. 

The Saltire Society in a telegram earnestly 
requested the corporation to postpone a 
decision regarding Provost Ross’s House 
until the society and kindred bodies could 
consider ways of helping to raise funds. The 
National Trust hoped that something could 
be done in order to save the most interesting 
fagade. For instance it could be taken down 
stone by stone and erected elsewhere. 


Belgian Cement Imports 


SuGcesTions that supplies of cement in 
Scotland will be greatly reduced because of 
the Government ban on Belgian imported 
cement to this country were denied on May 
9 by the Ministry of Works. 

While confirming that all imports of 
cement from Belgium had been stopped and 
no further imports would be authorised, an 
Official stated that the effect on Scotland, 
although uncertain, was not expected to’ be 
great.. There might be a small hiatus in sup- 
plies, but it was promised that English manu- 
facturers would make this up very quickly. 
Any delay might be attributed to shipping 
difficulties rather than lack af supplies. 

If there was a shortage in Scotland it was 
caused by the increased demand. So far 
as the Ministry were aware there had been 
no reduction in the amount sent to Scotland. 

Scottish Surveyors’. Meeting 

AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(Scottish Branch) in Glasgow, the chairman, 
Mr. Ernest R. Webster, Glasgow, presided, 
and the president of the Royal Institution, 
Mr. J. A. Arnold-Forster, addressed the 
meeting. The following office-bearers were 
elected for the session 1952-53: Chairman, 
Mr. John Darling, Perth; senior vice-chair- 
man, Mr. A. Lickley, Proctor, Dundee; vice- 
chairmen, Mr. J. Edwin Morgan. Edin- 
burgh, and Mr. P. T. Sutherland, Elie; hon. 
secretary, Mr. Alexander Davie, Glasgow. 


Eight-Storey Flats Rejected 

REJECTION by the Department of Health 
of a proposal to build an eight-storey block 
of flats at Blackhall, Edinburgh, on the 
grounds of high costs, is causing concern 
in the ‘city and in Glasgow. Edinburgh’s 
housing committee has requested a meeting 
with the Secretary of State with a view.to 
reconsideration of the matter. 

In Glasgow the-situation is being watched 
carefully. An offer to construct multi- 
storey flats was received some short time 
ago and consideration of it is being con- 
tinued to permit the Director of Housing 
to submit a report. CouNCILLoR A. Mac- 
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PHERSON-RAIT, convener of the Glasgow 
housing committee, states that building 
upwards is the only solution to Glasgow’s 
desperate housing problem, 


Timber Houses in Scotland 


Referring to the contract for the erection of 
3,000 timber houses in Scotland during 1952 
and 1953 (The Builder, May 2, last), Circular 
No. 26/1952, issued by the Department of 
Health for Scotland, points out that the 
Building Research Station have accepted that 
the system of construction complies in all 
respects with the recommended standards of 
efficiency for local authority housing, and 
that the houses are of a type for which, under 
normal conditions of usage and maintenance, 
a loan period of not less than 60 years may 

allowed. Houses will, therefore, be 
eligible for the same Exchequer subsidy as 
is permissible for houses of traditional con- 


struction. 
NEW BUILDINGS 


_ Glasgow.—Plans in hand for additions and altera- 
tions at Arlington-st. for Watton and Phillips, Ltd. 
The architects are Nodd and Wallace (AA.), 278, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new storage 
buildings, also additions and alterations for Brown 
and Adam, Ltd., which are to be carried out at 
Riverside-rd., Pleasancest., Newlands. The archi- 
tects are Whyte and Nicol, 31, North Frederich-st., 
George-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans for a retail warehouse to be 
erected at the corner of Argyll-st. and Junicia-st. 
have been pronaret by Will. Wright and 
Kirkweed (F. & A.), Carlton-hse.. Dougias-st., 
Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans to be prepared for new houses 
to be erected on the Lyle-rd., for which the archi- 
ne ig George Burnie, 202, Laverkip-rd., Greenock, 


Lanarkshire. —Plans in hand for storage buildings 
for bakery to be erected at Windgate-st., Larkhal!. 
The architects are Thomas Frame, 35, Victoria-st., 
Larkhall. 

Macduff. —T.C. have placed an order for ten four- 
apartment houses designed by W. Wark, architect 
for Banffshire. They have also accepted: an alloca- 
tion of 20 Weir timber houses and 24 Orlit houses. 

Moray.—C.C. are to erect 20 timber houses at 
New Elgin. 2 

Paisley.—58 houses to be erected in 19 blocks, 
Glenburn IVb Development. John A. M’Gregor, 
Burgh E., 14, Gilmour-st., Paisley, is handling the 
contract. 

Stewartry.—C.C. are to order 26. timber houses 
from the Department of Health for Scotland at a 
total cost of £38,272, They are to be erected at 
Springholm. 
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-«’ FUTURE 
~~ CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


a 7 
RB... Be 


Full details of Public Appointments open will’ 


be foung in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, , 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still opem but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub. 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t). denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING . 


MAY 20. : 

*tCambridge T.C.—30 houses at Queen Edith’s- 
way estate, Contract 45; 12 houses at Fulbourn-rd, 
estate, Contract 46. Dep, £3 3s. each contraet. City 
S., The Guildhall. 

*+ Enfield 'U.D.C.—12 three-storey flats at Carter- 
eae riage & §., 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s, 
Tenders by June 6, : 

*tEnfield U.D.C.—12 houses at Gordon Hill. E. & 
S., 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
June 6. 


MAY 21, 

*tHants Police Authority. — Police house, Hurst 
bourne Tarrant, near Andover and yer, near 
Romsey. County Architect, The Castle, Winchester. 
Dep. £1 1s. each. © 

“Smethwick C.B.—Slipper baths at Cape Hill. 
B.E. & 8., Council House. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
June 16, 

. C.— ight houses, Fritwell. F. E 

Ploughiey R.D.C.— . ae re 
Openshaw tA); 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. £2. 

MAY 

*tBowland R.D.C.—Five | 
land. J. Butterfield, Acting 
Grindleton; nr. Clitheroe. 


23. : 
houses, Newton-in-Bow- 
C., Council Offices, 


MAY 24, 

*tCrawley Development Corporation.—(1) 7 shops 
and 6 maiSonettes over, 6. garages, 11 houses, one 
block of 6 1- and 2-bedroom_fiats, 6 bungalows, at 
West Green Neighbourhood Centre; (2)'12shopsand 
12 maisonettes over, 12 garages, 2 4-bedroom houses, 
11 3bedroom houses, 2 bungalows and 3 flats at 
Northgate Neighbourhood Centre. Chief A., Broad- 
field, Crawley. : 

+P T.C.—Construction of prestressed con: 
crete footbridge at Whitleigh estate. J. Paton 
Watson, C.B.E., M.LC.E., E. ., Guildhall, Ply- 
mouth. Dep, £10. Tenders by June 16. 

*+Tettenhaly U.D.C.—Ten houses at Woodhouse 
estate. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 26. ‘ ‘ 
Clutton (Som.) R.D.C.—18 houses with site works 
at Cameley, Temple Cloud. R. J. Beswick & Son, 
architects, 10, Victoria-rd., Swindon, Wilts. © Dep. 


£2 2s. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—House for smallholder at 
Barking. County A., County Hall, Ipswich. Tenders 
b; 


y June 13. ; , 

ef Bast Suffolk ©.C.—Two flats, Lound, near 
Lowestoft. E. J. Symcox (F.), County Architect, 
Ipswich. Dep. 2s. Tenders by June 20. 

Honiton 7.0.21 houses nr. Langford-rd. Anthony 
‘Lamb, wear Hall, Ottery St. Mary, 
Devon. ep. i 

tHove B.C.--72 flats on St. Helen’s estate in two 
contracts. T. R. Humble, A.M.I.C.E., Boro’ 8. Dep. 
£3 3s. each contract. Tenders by June 16. 

*t+Walthamstow B.C.—(1) 18 three-storey Bate at 
Broofreld-ave.; (2) 6 three-storey flats at Chingford- 
la.; (3) 11 three-storey flats at Wood-st./Chestnut- 
ave, Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. eme. 
Tenders (1) and (2) by June 16 and (3) by June 25. 


MAY 27. 

Billingham U.D.C.—Houses as follows: (a) - 52; 
(b) 36; (c) 18; (d) 8%; and (e) 12 aged persons 
bungalows. Kitching & Co., architects, 21. Albert- 
td., Middlesbrough. p. £2 2s. 

Docking (Norfolk) R.D.C.—Ten houses at Fen: 
side, Heacham. G. E. Gibson, S., Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s. Mt . 
East Elloe (Lincs) R.D.C.—18 houses at Daniel’s 
Gate, Long Sutton. K. Atkinson, architect, Matti- 
more House, Holbeach. Dep. £2 2s. 
Nantwich R.D.C.—48 houses for Wistaston Green 
housing scheme. H. Crabtree, E. .& S., Stapeley 
House, nr. Nantwich. Dep. £2 2s 


MAY 28, 

*tEssex C.C.—Foundation contract modern tech- 
nical school, Harlow New Town. H. Conolly (F.), 
County A., Chelmsford. 

MAY 30. 

Buxton T.C.—24 houses on Victoria Park estate, 
Fairfield. A. C. W. Ryland, Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—Stripping and retiling of rooj, 
Roxeth Hill school. J. H. Melville Richards, E. & 
S. Dep. £2. 

Heanor U.D.C.—22 houses, . off Hardy-cres., 
Codnor. R.:Archer, E. & S., Council Offices, Heanor. 
Derbyshire. Dep. £3 3s. ; 

*Maidenhead T.C.—12 garages and store, Ourls-la. 
estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £2. R 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


MAY 31. 
*t Bromsgrove Kas a houses at Charford WATER WORKS 


via section No. 6. E. & S., Council House. Dep. 


~] ° 
MAY 20. 

Caernarvonshire Ed. Com.—Erection of 10 class- + 
rooms, gymnasium and alterations, etc., to existing varius pe ome My yt mg age = P iy roe Sy 
buildings at Grammar School, Portmadoc. Mansel . £2 23. Tenders b ot - 7 a _ 
Williams, Director of Education, Castle-st., sie 
Caernarvon. Dep. £2 2s 

hester TO. Repa ir to portion of building 
fabric of College of Fookueloass Chief Engineer, 
College of a nage 1 Sackville-st., Manchester, 1. 

*Saffron Walden R.D.C.—Ten houses at Stansted. 
C., Council Offices, Debden-rd. 

Wantage U.D.C.—Construction of (1) roads, foul 
and stormwater sewers; (2) 40 houses, Springfield- 
rd. site. W. G. Stanbrook, A.I.A.A., architect, 37a, *Rhondda U.D.C.—Road and sewer works for 60 
Bartholomew -s., Newbury. Dep. £3 3s. houses | rear of Penrhys-rd. C. Gingell (A.), 

en houses on Mount _— © , 13, ¥strad-rd., Pentre, Rhondda. Dep. 


MAY 26. 

*tAnglesey E.C.—Resurfacing of school play- 

grounds. County A., Shire Hall, Llangefni. 
MAY 27. 

*Devizes R.D.C.—Main site works, including 
sewage disposal plant, for 20 houses at Worton. 
Edwards & Webster, architects, 10, St. Mary-st., 
Chippenham, and 1, ‘St. John-st., Devizes. Dep. £1. 


Pleasant 


estate. John Thompson, A.M.LC.E., E. & S. Dep. £5 3s. 
gee JUNE 4 u.0.c.—Sity preparati ks at P 
a —Site preparation works a ump 
Bury St. Edmunds B.C.—24 houses on Mildenhall- 8B. > l Archi i 8 
a oo N. G. Goldsmith, M.B.E., E. & 8S. Dep. Ban rd. : Deis. ee: ae ae 
Stalybri e T.C,—28 houses, Stamford Park estate, vo 5 
P. W. Musther, T.C., Town Hall, Stalybridge. Dep, ,,c0uthend-onSea,_ 8.0. stots a cay 2 aah dag 
£2 2s, Stoke-on-Trent T. o.” ‘Additional’ yc ae of 


Greenfield-rd., Furlong-rd. estate, Tunstall (13 acres 
in extent). E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £5. 


JUNE 12. 
“Malvern U.D.C.—Construction of sewers with 


Liverpool T.C —Right ead Brook House estate. 
City A. a . Dale-st., Kingsway, 
Liverpool, 2. Dep. £2 


eee it 2 : gz 
*Bedford T.C. ees. +. ‘West Ga, Bedford ne oer jo pel = beg -y 5 Sh TES, SEPT 
+ a to —- Lge tg = B.E. & S., Newn- 
ham House, Horne-la ep. £3 3s. 
rraces off U. ene ge "ed ane ine GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
erraces of four, Pearson’s-av. site itzgera 
€. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by June 23 (LONDON) 


Beddington.—Apaptions.—Plans have been pre- 
pared by the Surrey County Architect, Kingston-on- 
Thames, for adaptions at the Royal Female 


JUNE 7. 
*tAshford (Kent) U.D.C.—86 ‘houses %. gay 
Burton estate. C., Council Offices. Dep. £ 


*Bexley T.C.—60 dwellings at Bristowe-rd. pe Orphanage. 
B.E. & §., West Lodge, Broadway, Bexleyheath. Telington.— Dwe.iincs.—E. C. _P. Monson, 
Dep. £5 5s, F. & A.R.LB.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, are the 


architects for 46 dwellings at Kelvin-rd., Baxter-rd. 
BS., and Packington-st. 

Kensington.—ResujLDING Pustic Hovse.—M.0.W. 
4 Diocks at Long have issued a licence authorising expenditure of 


*Dartford T.C.—114 Sects. Temple Hill. 
Barclays Bank-chbrs., High-st. 7. £2 2s. 
*Hatfield R.D.C.—45 fla ts in 


= J. H. ty ag (A.), 82, Gt. North-rd., Hat- £15,900 for the rebuilding of the ‘ Kenilworth 
fie Dep. £2 2s Castle ” public house. Plans by F. W. Handover, 
L.R.1.B.A., Barclay — & Co., Ltd., The 


JUNE 11. 

*Ploughley R.D.C.—Four pairs of houses at~Brewery, Park-st., 
Kirtlington. E. & S.. Waverley House, Bicester. Kensington.—FLars. E Eketch plans prepared wy 
Dep. £2. Gordon Jeeves, F.R.I.B.A., 61, Catherine-pl., S.W 

JUN for the erection of 101 flats on the Denbigh- td: 

*Hampshire C.C.— Additional farm buildings at and Westbourne-gr. housing site have been approved 

County Farm Institute, Sparsholt. J. P. Sturge & by 


B&. 
Sons, 24, Berkeley-sq., Bristol, 8. Dep. £1 ls. \ cencingten.—Housina. —Housing and T.P. Com. 


JUNE 13. ners epocoseg We eepaccmens _——— sear Ag 
. ‘ -artners, F. -B.A., uckingham-s 
y rae Dep fi is meee ee: See 2, for the submission of a scheme of develop- 
‘ JUNE 1 meat ‘of a _ of aoe 74-82, Silchester-rd., 11, 
am-r and 1-4, almer-mews. 
*Shipton-on-Stour R.D.¢.—Four houses at Bur. Kensington —DeveLopment.—Housing and T.P. 
mington. K. H. Earp and Badger, Scholars-ia., Com. have accepted an offer by Mr. J. B. F. Cowper, 


Stratford-on-Avon. yer oy = rdon-sq., W.C.1, to submit a report, 

lans and estimates, for the develop- 

ment of the Holland Park Station site. 
Lewisham.—Houses, FLats AND GARAGES. TAS 


prepared by M. H. Forward, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.LCS. 


r 6. with sketch 

Hove B.C.—72 flats rh Helen’s estate in two 
—— B.S., Town Hall, Dep. £3 3s. each 
contrac 


*Southwick U.D. “!. houses, Windmill housing Boro’ A., for 15 houses, 24 flats and § garages on 
site. E, & 8. Dep. £ sites of Nos. 2-12 (even). Corona-rd. and Nos. 7-15 
(odd), Winn. rd., have been approved. 


Lewisham.—ReINSTATEMENT AND FLATS.—Porte and 
Partners, 16, Devonshire-sq:, E.C.2, are architects 
for proposed reinstatement ‘of Nos. 144-146, Dart- 
mouthrd. and the provision of four additional flats. 

Lewisham. — Hovsss. Wea Bennett. and 

eymouth-mews, W.1, are 


UNE 
*Machynileth R. Do fea with roads and 
sewers, etc., dt Esgairgeiliog housing scheme. 
Nicol, Nicol and Thomas (A.), 111, New-st., Bi?- 
mingham, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 
*+Corhy Development Corporation. — Erection of Partners, A.R.L.B.A., 5 


(1) 13 "shops with maisonettes above, (2) six shops 
ASTOLAT 


with six shops above, and (3) one section of ground- 


floor shops with offices above-and two-storey shops 


with flats, General Manager, The Stone House. 
Ludiow R.D.C.—10 houses at Knowbury, and site 
are soundly built to give 
many years of service 











works. E. & §., Stone House, Corve-st., Ludlow. 
Dep. £2 2s. : 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
MAY 23. 
Brownhills U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 


*tSouthampton.—Internal redecoration of Bitterne 
Park Junior Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. 


MAY 26 
*tAnglesey E.C.—External ‘and interna! painting 


of school buildings. County A., Shire Hail, 


Llangefni. quality throughout Gt. Britain. 


ASTOLAT CLEFT 
CHESTNUT 
FENCING 


Can be supplied ex stock. 


JUNE 2. 
*Feltham U.D.C.—Externa! painting of 49 houses. 
Chief San. Inspector, ret Offices. Dep. £2. 





JUNE 
“Wimbledon T.C. Paintings street _ standards, 
brackets, ete. B.E. soil 2 2s. 


JUN 
ers % T.C. ~jietataet painting of four schools. 
. & $., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 




















JUNE 9. Uy dhe dh Write for catalogue to the 
ous oko B. oes. | repairs, gt. at actual manufacturers. 
various schools. B.E egents Park-rd., 
N.3. 2. 
om & tigi ¢ ASTOLAT wey LTD. 
*Grantham Boro’. ues painting 200 houses 14,PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD Tel. 5211 
in five groups. B.E. & S. 
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architects for three houses on site of Nos. 38-40, 
Arabin-rd. 

Lewisham. — Houses. — Clark and Partners. 
builders, 167, Lee High-rd., §.E.13, have prepared 
plans and propose to erect six houses and garages 
on a site at Leyland-rd., corner of Osberton-rd. 

Wandsworth.—Appointment.—B.C. Housing Com. 
has appointed L. A. Francis & Sons, Vernon House, 
Sicilian-ave., W.C.1, quantity surveyors for the re- 
building of Nos. 14'to 24, Ash Tree House. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Belper.—R.D.C. 8. prepared plans for 20 and 48 
houses at Holloway. 

Biackburn.—Managers of St. Mary’s R.C. inf. sch., 
Bennington-st., propose extensions for a jun. Sch. 

Biackburn.—T.C. propose accommodation for 50 
aged couples, to include health centre and branch 
library near Star Cinema, Little Harw 

Bolton.—B.C. to invite tenders for 100 houses at 
Oldhams farm eState and 120 at Padbury-way 
estate. 

Bury.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. propose 
extensions and improvements at Florence Nightin- 
gale Hospital. 

Buxton.—T.C. to invite tenders for 24 terrace 
houses ‘at Victoria-rd. No. 2 estate. 

Carlisie.—A. 8. Nixon, Ltd., Stanwix, propose 14 
houses at Moorhouse-rd. 

Carlisie.—C.C. proposes the erection of 22 houses 
at Hillcrest-ave—J. Laing & Sons, builders and 
contraetors, Dalston-rd., Carlisle, are to extend 
their Kingmoor Brickworks in’ Kingstown-rd.— 
Works additions are proposed in Kingmoov-rd. for 

. K. Innes & Co., Ltd—A church hal) is pro- 
posed at Briar Bank, and the promoter is the Rev. 
Father L. Cotter—A. 8. Nixon, Ltd., builders, 
Seeagit. Carlisle, propose 14 houses in Moorhouse- 
rd.—Factory additions are proposed at pineseus 
Airport by the Se yo Engineering Co., Ltd.— 
The City E. (L, J. Stow), 18, Fisher-st.. Carlisle, 
has prepared a. for 2 12 ‘old’ persons’ houses in 
Scalegate-rd., Upperby—C.C. to acquire Morton 
Farm at £11, 475 for housing purposes. 

Chester.—T.C. to consider granting site at Blacon 
estate to Father G. Corcoran for erection of a new 
R.C. Church. 

Clitheroe.—T.C. to erect additional 94 houses off 
Hayhurst-st. and 340 houses and bungalows at 
Henthorne-rd. site. 

Cumberland.—C.C. received approval for inclusion 
of Whitehaven College of Further Education in 
1952/3 programme. Cost est. at £102,965 

Durham.—Durham_ Coa! Board to erect office 
block at ponryers Colliery to plans by the Archi- 
tects’ Dept., Ashfield Tower, Gosforth, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. —RD.C. to erect 30 houses at Bearpark, 
at an est. cost of £41,260—R.D.C. has approved a 
revised estimate for 29 houses at Beémont, 

Gateshead.—T.C., in conjunction with Newcastle 
Reg. Hospital Brd., to carry out alterations to 
Bensham Hospital, at an est. cost of £10,000. The 
architects are Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Gateshead.—Plans have been approved for a pro- 

sed R.C. New of the Annunciation, at Millway, 
Rreriff Hill. The architect is Burke, 10, 
Lambton-rd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on- | 

Great Britain.—British Railways are to spend 
nearly £1m. this year on the cleaning and painting 
of 800 stations and depots. 

ikeston.—B.C. to negotiate with Sherwin Build- 
ing & Contracting Co., Ltd., Hickings & Stapleford 
for 28 houses, and with A. Mason (Contractors), 
Ltd., Sutton-rd., Mansfield, for extensions of con- 
tract by further 50/60 houses at Kirk Hallam estate, 


Scheme 17 ; 
Keighley.—Yorkshire Association of Baptist 

Churches (Secretary, Rev. J. R. Julian) propose 

erection of a new church at Bracken Bank estate. * 

Littleborough.—U.D.C. propose 250/300 houses to 
form village unit on the Stansfield Farm site. 

Lytham St. ppg. pie <. to erect further 40 
houses to complete, Kilnhouse-la. ‘site. 

Lytham St. Annes.—T.C. approved plans for 12 
Monnea at St. David’s-rd. North, for W. & E. Duck- 
worth, Ltd., and eight houses at Windsor-rd., for 
ut. VY: Sharp, Ltd. 

Macclesfield.—R.D.C. propose eight houses at 
rear of “ George & Dragon,” Higher Hurdsfield. 

Macclesfield.—C. of E. Authorities propose erec- 
tion of a new church at ogi estate. 

Middiesbrough.—Thomas A. Crawford, 80, 
Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, has a prepared plans for 
factory alterations in Borough- for J. Hopkin- 
son. Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, 
are architects for bowls pavilion’ at the “ Blue 


Bell” Hotel, Acklam-rd., for North-Eastern 
Breweries, Ltd—M. Baum’ (Construction), Ltd., 
Bofough-rd., Middlesbrough, are to construct 


garage and warehouse at Summerfields-yard, Stock~ 
ton-st.—Middlesbrough Transport and Eng. 
Ltd., Boroug-rd. East, Middlesbrough, are to erect 
Offices, showroom and garage in Douglas-st. 
Morpeth.—Plans have been approved for a new 
C.E. sch. at Stobhill Gate, F aag: est. to cost 
nty Hall, New- 


£64,000.. C, C. Brown, Cty. 
castle. 
N tie—R.D.C. has approved in principle a 
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Nationa! Coal Board Scheme for the erection of 
100 houses at Madeley Moss. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterationg and additions are 
to be made to the tailoring premises of J. R. 
Hewitt 72, Sceotswood-rd., NewcaStle-on-Tyne. 
Architect, J. Walton Baylor, Gallowgate, Newcastle. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Welfare Com. has received 
sanction to convert Eskbank, a former private 
hospital, into a home for 50 old people. G. Kenyon, 
City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 
Newcastie-on-Tyne.—E. A. Gunning, 12, Tilmouth- 
;dns., Newcastle, is the architect for proposed addi- 
ional bedrooms at the Convent of thepSacred Heart, 
Fenham Hfall-dr.—Edwards & Manby,-52, Eldon-pl., 
Newcastle, prepared revised plans for University 
staff club en College-rd., fer the Council of King’s 
College.—J. W. Taylor & Son, St. James’-bidgs., 
Gallowgate, Newcastle, are the architects for three 
porary. buildings in Leazes-la., for H. Moat, 
td., builders’ merchants. 


Newoastle-under-Lyme.—B.C. considering erection 
of mew bus station in Merrial-st.—B.C. propose 14 
houses at Hempstalls-la. 

Pat meen g under-Lyme.—B.C. approved plans :— 
msions at London-rd., Chesterton, for The Grove 
iodist Church; gas testing room and laboratory 

nt °Brookla., for West Midlands Gag Board; exten- 
sions at Lower Milehouse-la., for B.T.-H. Co., Ltd.; 
“canteen at Longbridge Hayes, for Billington & 
Newton; additions at Apedale, for Effra Sales & 
Services, Ltd.; alterations to form new warehouse 
at Brunswick-st., for F. & E. Butterworth. 


Nottin er —B.C. received approval for two 
rim. sc. at Woollaton and 2nd instalment of 
analopecrte. sec. sch. in revised 1952/3 programme. 

Oidwinsford.—P.C. Council of St. Mary’s (Recior, 
Ven. A. V. Hames? prconte erection of new vicar- 
age, church hall and church at the Norton area. 

Richmend (Yorks).—R.D.C. is to build 14 houses 
at Sufton-ave, Surveyor, J. T. Powell, R.C. Offices 
Richmond. 


Rugby.—R.D.C. approved 22 houses at Marton, 
oS 44 at Long Lawford. 
ord.—T.C. issued licence to Trustees of..Welsh 
aden Church for conversion of school room 
into church at Malton-pl., Broad‘st.; block licence 
to Kersal Estates (Manchester), Ltd., for eight 
houses at Wensley-rd., Salford.—Plans approved for 
St to foundry at Adelphi Ironworks, Adelphi, 
alford 


Sedgley.—U.D.C. to approve layout for 47 houses 
at Cinder-rd. 
 Seisdon.—R.D.C. approved revised layout for 116 
houses at White Hill and Enville-rd., Kinver. 


Sheftheld.—T:C. to lease site to following for erec- 
tion of new shop premises:—Maypole Dairy Co., 
Ltd., and Mr. H. Rethman at Manor Lower Shop- 
ping Centre; Davies Food Stores, Ltd., Es Ridge- 
way-rd., South Shopping Centre; Mr. G. H. Fainfax 
oa Ballifield Hall. 


outhport.—T.C. to issue licence to Brockhouse 
Bn ineering (Southport) Co., Ltd., for erection of 
ouses. 


 enan Shields. —Jarrow & Hebburn Co-op. Society, 
Albert-rd., Jarrow, seek building licence for new 
confectionery and greengrocery departments at 
Frederick-st. Architects are S$. Architects’ 
Dept,. 99, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stalybridge.—B.C. to invite tenders for 30 houses 
at Stamford Park estate——B.C. approved extensions 
at Ladysmith Barracks for married quarters, for 
War Office. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. approved plans for exten- 
sions to bank and strong room at Market-sq., Han- 
ley, for National Provincial Bank, Ltd.; and ex- 
ra off Clough-st., for Lancaster & Sandland, 


Sunderiand.—R.D.C. has received loan sanction 
for £51,411 for the erection of 40 houses at Castle- 
town, and £21,709 for 20 houses at South Hylton. 
C. Emmerson is the R.D.C. Surveyor. 

Sutton Coldfield.—B.C. to negotiate with Bullen 
Bros. (Birmingham). . Lh, for 16 houses and Yen- 
ton Building (1938), 52, Graveley-hill North, 
for 38 houses at Falcon yee estate. 

Tynemouth.—_T. B. Bilton & Sons are to erect 
factory in Hudson-st., North Shields (architect, W. 
Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., North Shields). | W. 
Stockdale is also the arpues for three shops and 
flats in Tynemouth-rd., for G. Safe, and alterations 
in Borough-rd., North Shields, for the Norwegian 
Seamen’s Mission.—G. H. Gray, Camden-st., North 
Shields, is the architect for proposed repair and 
service station . Tynemouth-rd., for Esso 
Petroleum Co., Ltd.—T.C. is seeking Ministry 
approval to secaneh with the erection of ambulance 
depot and fire station, using the minimum amount 
of steel.—B.B. has Hepat revised _—— for eight 
shops and maisonettes at Marden East.—Sanction 
has been received to borrow £49,272 for the erec- 
fion of 44 flats at Redburn View. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. api otoned plans fet alterations 
to manufacturing sh‘ No. 1 at Tenax-rd., for 
Geigy Co., Ltd., and extensions to filter house at 
Twining-rd., for Manchester Oil Refinery. 

_Urmston.—U.D.C. propose erection of a commu- 
we centre in the Sherbourne/NewStead roads area. 

alisenid.—T.C. has approved sites *, Boyd-cres. 
aaa Highsst. East. for the erection of about 50 
houses. Plans by G.. Teasdale, B.S 

Warrington.—B.C. pepsared at wane - new work- 

shep at School of Art, 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
LEAD AGAIN CHEAPER 
The Ministry of Materials has announced that as 
from May 14, the price of imported good soft pig 
lead has been decreased from £147 to £131 per ton 
delivered consumers’ works. 











Warrington.—B.C. ere plans :—Extensions 
to factory at dsr yr and Crown-st., for Thos. Whittle 
& Sons Ltd Alterations to ‘ Glassmakers’ Arms,” 
reen Man,” Powys-st.; and “ Patten 
Arms,” oleae st.; for Greenall Whitley & Co., 
Ltd. Canteen ‘and lavatery, Holmesfield Tannery, 
Howley, for Union Tanneries, Ltd 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. S. (E. Roberts) has prepared 
plans for the erection of flats in Oaktree-gdns. 

Workington.—B.C. approved layout for 88 houses 
at Westfield, for Westfield Housing Association, 
chapel Bank, Workington; 148 houses at Laverock 

estate, for Jas. Leslie & Son, Coach-rd., White- 

haven. rehitect for both schemes is i. Saul, 
N.P. Bank-chbrs., John-st., Workington.—B.C. to 
negotiate with J. Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, for 
erection of non-traditional type houses. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes p 

t Denotes teenie A for acceptance, 

§ Denotes accepted subjec ‘if to modification. 

q a accepted by M. Government -Depart- 
ments. 


Acorington.—Six lock-u 
Fern Gore estate, for 
mee ger Ltd., 


tod 





shops and six flats at 
.C.: *Leonard . Frankland 
Antley Garage, Blackburn-rd., 


hurch, £17,244 

Andover.—24 houses, Mead Hedges site, for T.C. 
R. S. Offord, B.S., ** Beech Hurst, 33 Weyhill- rd.: 
*Eades Bros., Ltd., Charlton, Andover, Hants, 
Barnard Castle.—32. houses at Etherley, for 
R.D.C. Architect: J. Lawton, 45, Galgate, Barnard 


Castle: .*R. C. Williamson, Ltd., Rowlands Gill (in 
lieu of previous tender). 

Bebington.—62 ‘houses at Glenburn-ave. estate, 
Eastham, for T.C.: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
Liverpool, £106,100 

Blaydon-on-Tyne,—Ei ht aged people’s houses, 12 
maisonettes, four sh ~ and five garages ‘at shop- 
ping centre on Parkhead estate, Winlaton, for 
U.D.C. Norman Young, Housing’ Office: "Direct 
Labour (work commenced). 

Bradford.—Alterations at St. George’s Hall, for 
T.C.: “I. Obank & Sons, Ltd., Thackley, £23,016. 
Carlisle —34 houses at Dunmail-dr.: *J. Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-ra& Carlisle. 

Coventry.—Works for T.C.:—10 shops and maison. 
ay? at Tile Hill pelghbourhood unit (south): 

J. G. Gray, Broad-st., 13 houses at Willen- 
hall neighbourhood outer’ “i. Lee Bros., Ltd., 
Nuffield-rd., £23,225 
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Derby.—Six shops and six flats at Wood-rd. estate, 
for (BO. *Ford & Weston, Lid., Osmaston-rd., 


Dudley.—48 papads mo Kates Hill Development 


Scheme, for B.C Wm. Lifdley, Ltd., Flood-st., 

Dudley, £69,451. 

Eastbourne.—Six houses 4 Lan ‘ad Village 

ry sae estate, for C.B. Williams, B.S8c., 
Bk. & S. Quantities te Martin & 

Martin, i ieuie, *Martin & Saunders, Ltd., 

Eastbourne, £8,266. 

Folkestone.—Construction of Sandgate and 


Western Folkestone sea defences for B.C.- Sir 

eda Deg? xf & Partners, Stanhope House, Park. 

London, W.1 consulting’ engineers: *Demolition 

£ Gonsiruction ‘Co., Lid., 2, St. James’s-sq., London, 
, £198,018 > . 

go Bon .—18 flats at Sulivan-ct. (block 19) for B.C. 
Plans by Director of Housing: *John Laing & Son, 
Ltd., £34,809. 

Gateshead.—Alterations to Barclay’s Bank, West- 
st. Architects: Arthur & Kirkup, 13, Swinburneé-st., 
Gateshead: *Wilkinson Bros., ‘igh: st., Gateshead 
(work commenced). 

Halesowen.—20 houses at Howley 


Gra Srynte. . 
em K howl 2667 ; 


*J. Parkes (Builders), Lid. £26,67 


ar. .—Extensions to Methodist hina, 
7 v Wildgoose & Sons, Matlock. 


rden ee Durham).—New cemetery for Parish 
council“ Matthews & Co., Villiers-st., Sunder- 
land 


Kensi mad —Erection of six flats on the sites of 
Nos. 115-119 (odd), Finborough-rd., for B.C.: 
*Prestige & Co., Lid., 149, Grosvenor- rd., §.W.1, 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of scheme of houses for 
the Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd., at 
the Fallside site, Bothwell. J. Austin Bent (A.), 
15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh : Sans Morgan & 
Co., Lid., Townhead, Coatbri 


Leeds.—Erection of Moor ‘latin sec. mod. sch 
Ph a *The Butterley Co., Ltd., Ripley, Derby, 


ds.—Houses at Moorside estate, for T.C.: 
“Direct Labour, £91,084 (68); “West & Sons (Leeds), 
Ltd., 34 Lincoln. 74. Leeds (30 and 34); *M. Harri: 
son & Co. ( Ltd., Post Hill Quarries, Farn- 
iceda ets tas (50 at Gipton =. Seacroft 

; *West & Sons (Leeds), Ltd., £74,077 (44 
at Reuben-st.) ; *w. J. Simms, Son & ‘Cooke Ltd., 
Haydn-rd., Nottingham, £54,633 (38 at  Tinshill 
estate). 

Leek.—16 houses at Haregate estate, for U.D.C.: 
*Frost & Co., High-la., Brown Edge, ‘£22,466. 


ex y 7 ce maisonette flats at Stanstead- 


. for B 
% Minter, Ltd. «. £47,160 
Simms, Sons & Cooke, std. w+ 96,663 
Me & H. F. Higgs, mech oa 46,191 
Galbraith Sees, "ih Ltd. 46,100 
aah & Tompk Ltd 46,019 
J. Mit chell ‘e ‘son ‘Lid. ..- 45,612 
Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd. ... saw we 45,291 
Halse’ & Sona, Lid...) oc. cc. tsa ice 45,268 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. .. 45,101 
Messrs. Slade Betts... 424 
oberts & ad 


Co., Ltd. 

“Henry Kent ‘swilder), ita: 

Lieyn.—Four houses at Sarn, for R. D. C.: +g. su 
Hughes, £5,984, 

London.—Extensions to the Spanish and Portn- 
guese Synagogue and Communal! Hall, Lauderdale- 
rd., W.9. H, Darsa (L.), 59a, Connaught-st., W.2, 
architect: *Baileys Builders & Contractors, Ltd., 2, 
George-rd., New Malden, Surrey. 


London.—First phase of rebuilding at the Royal 
College of Surgeons, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2 
Young & Hall, F.R.I.B.A., 9, Southampton- row, 
W.C.1, architects : *Humphreys, Ltd., 187, Knights- 
bridge, S.W.7, £429,000. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new works con- 
tracts to the value of £500 or over placed by 
Directorate of Contracts for the week ended 
May 10:— , 

Dismantling and re-erection of hangars: 
Steel. Erectors, Lid., Manchester, 16. Hutting and 
shedding: Geo. Wimpey & Co., ., London, W.6. 
General maintenance work: M. & F. O. Foster & Co., 
Ltd., Hitchin, Herts; R. S._ Marriott, Hednesford, 
Staffs ; David Nairn & Son, Lid., Fife. Hardstand. 
ings and building work: Hardsphaltic Construction 
Co., London, E.C.3. Constructicn fuel instal- 
Eales Henry T. Hill & on Ltd., Faruperoash. 
Hants ; Kettlewell, Sen & Co., Ltd., Hull. Building 
work: Chas. Brightman & Son, Ltd., Watford, 
Herts; Hawkins Bros. (Cttrs.), Lid., Bournemoath. 
Heating services: J, Jeffreys & Co., Ltd., London, 

London Ee Conteacts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ending May 3 

Cumberland: M./L., Carlisle Castle; staplevens. 
T. Dowell & Son, Lid., Crown-st., Carlisle. Fife- 
shire (Scotland): Thornton, telephone repeater 
station, John Carnegie & td., 35, Seafield-rd., 
Dundee. Glam: M./F, slaughterhouse, Merchants- 
rd.; Bristol, alterations and adaptations, Stone & 
Co. (Bristol), Redland-rd., Bristol. Notts: Chalfont- 
dr., Nottingham, reg. com. office, Wm. Moss & 

ns, Ltd., Queen's-rd., Loughborough, Leics. 
Renfrewshire : 34, Nicholson-st., Greenock, adapta- 
tiens to form B.P.O., Woodcraft Regd., 64, Espidair- 
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st., Edinburgh. Wilts: 
version into two flats, 
, London-rd., Calne. 


“Gatien (War Dept.).—Works poe placed 
by War Dept. for week ended M 

Ches: Heating and voutiteliae. > ‘3B. Johnson & 
ry: Ltd., Liverpool. Warwickshire : Miscellaneous, 

‘Pearce & Sons (Building Contractors) sas Bir- 
uae Pembrokeshire : wor Elliott 
& Co., Ltd., Bristol. Stajfs : Set Lewis 
& Watters, Ltd., Leamin ton Spa. _Ches: Miscel- 
laneous, H. Hampson, hester. : Miscel- 
laneous, J. Roxby Surtees, Ltd., Catterick Camp. 
Derbys: Building work, Harris’ Bros. (Marehay), 
Ltd., Ripley. erts: Miscellaneous, Crook Bros., 
Ware. Kent : Miscellaneous, H. Goodsell, Maidstone. 
Isle of Wight : Miscellaneous, J. Ball & Sons, Cowes. 
Hants: Miscellaneous, W Sheppard, Guildford 
Woolford & Sons, Ltd., Winchester, Lew td., 
Camberley; Sewerage, * Campbell & McGill, Ltd., 
Chislehurst. Bucks: Miscellaneous, W. Varney, 
Ltd., Windsor. Berks : Miscellaneous, Ashmores 
(Glos), Lid., Gloucester. Surrey: Building work, 
Geo. Parker *& Sons, Ltd., 8.E.15. Cornwall: Build- 
ing work, Hobbs & Knight, Lynstone. 
L.C.C.—War-damage repairs and improvements at 


The Lodge, Avebury, con- 
Biackford & Son (Calne), 


Portman-pl. and Morpeth cty. sec. schs. (Bethnal 
Green): as 
J. Marston & Sons, Ltd., Fulham... .. £44,210 
Waiter Gladding & Co., wid. ‘Stepney 44,170 
Kilby & Gaytort. i E.C.2 43,986 
Massteld & Neil, Ltd., E.C.3 43,926 
.R. mipoersen %& Son, Ltd., E.c2. 43,670 
A. Roome & Co Ltd., Hackney . 43,179 
Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd. Harold Wood ... 41,755 
A. Roberts & Co., ltd Westminster 40,896 


& R. Rooff, ‘Ltd., Plaistow ... 
& J. Dean, Ltd., Leyton _... 35 862 
B, J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham .. _... 35,184 
Comparable estimate of architects in private 
practice responsible for work is £36,238 
Erection of cty. prim. sch. at Elm Court (Lam- 
beth, Norwood), capable of adaptation in due 
com as @ special sch. : 


Se rson & Son, TAd., E.C.2 ... we» £52,422 
Row! ley (London), Litd., — 

A. tinge ... 51,994 
CF. Roberts ‘& Co. “Ltd., Holborn 49,289 
Lavender, McMillan, "Ltd. "Worcester Park... 47911 
Zhamae & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... . 46,556 

F. Kearley, Ltd., Chiswick . 45,347 
Mt. J. I cates (Contractors), ‘Ltd.. “North Mie 

Chea 44, 
‘| Gorsett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth .. 43,764 


Architect’s comparable estimate is "£42,662. 
Adapting Reveille House, Back-hill, Holborn, for 


London School of Printing and Graphic “Arts 
(Holborn and St. Pancras eogih) > 


— e & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... ... £68,410 
T. Rowley rp aR fide “Tottenhart ... 67,724 
Taaeee Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., a 
Wandsworth .. 65,248 
yy ay & Sons, Lid., Kingston- -on- pea 
‘ham: pe 3 A 
P. Roberts & & Co. Ltd, Holborn... 63,841 
i. Smith (Croydon), tide Creydon ... 63,392 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, im. Ms 
Pancras 62,859 
Tersons, Ltd., “Finsbury 62,138 
M. J. Gleeson Contractors, “Ltd., North aide 
m, Sur oe ; 
G. b Wallis & & ‘Sons, Lid. Westminster ... 60,714 
PF. &H Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth » 60,183 
Patman. £ ‘Fothoringham, td Islington ... 99,811 
Ww. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, a, —— ‘actin 
minster a 


‘Thomas & Edge, Ltd. Woolwich 
Architect’s dge, Lid. V estimate is £60,935. 


Adaptation of block C at Fulhant-rd. hostel for 


accommodation of homeless families :— 


Demolition & Constracties wigs isis . £22,480 
W. H. Cooper & Son, L “ ..- 22,320 
John Lewis Building, Ltd. 21,980 
W. W. Rowney & Co., at 21,450 
R. Pe & Sons .. 21,290 
J. A. Tyler & Sons, ‘Ltd. 20,875 
*Walter Lilly & Co., Ltd. 19,877 


Construction of 60 fate, 30 with balcony access 
and 30 with staircase access, in two five-storey 
blocks, and other work, at West Hill site, Wands- 


worth :— 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. wets eneee: .-» £148,362 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensing 148,190 


Foster & Dicksee, "Ltd. St “Marylebine «. 146,342 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth _ ... .-. 145,470 
Cc. Bryant & Son, itd by oe rong ed Le ent 

E. A. Roome & Co., Lid., Hackne 142,435 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marsiebone 142,384 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark 142,117 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... 140,481 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 139,624 
Y. J. Lovell & ~ Ltd., dington 138,790 
Me Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield ... 138,644 

+e: mower (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 136,941 
Rush & Tom ee Lid. Westminster = 
*C, Miskin & , St. Albans .. 


Comparable athaste of appointed _aienitects, 
Messrs. Dawney & Carpenter, 1s £145.77: 
Construction of six blocks of flats and pniscbthid: 
the superstructure of two other blocks and other 
works at White City estate extension, Hammer- 


as 


C. F. Kearley, Ltd., be ving .. £173,768 
3. P. Robert s & , Holborn .. 172,372 
Herre Neai, “Ttd. at porte lebone .. 172,316 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., 7 Cricklewood | 171,310 


THE BUILDER é 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster... 70,830 
E. H. — (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 170.643 
4 7a 4 Co., Ltd., Lambeth 0,279 
ovell & “Son, Ltd., Paddington 169,918 
PR Ltd., Finsbury . 168,371 
M.. J. Gleeson (Contractors), “Ltd., “North 
Chea: 167,027 
*Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid., Westminster... 162,762 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £157,621. 


War-damage repairs and improvements ¢ at Captain 
Marryat cty. prim sch. (Fulham West) 


Walter Gladding & Co, Ltd., Stepney ... £39,656 
x Roberts & Co., sag Westminster . .-. 38,509 
P. Roberts & Co., Holborn ... 38,470 
Fr G. Minter, Ltd., Seskulactor “i 38,405 
William Lacey (Hounslow), Lid., Hounslow 37,984 
Soagette (Contractors), Ltd. Kensington... 37,500 
J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham . 37,204 
Marshall Andrew & Co., Ltd, Westminster 36,854 
Perrys (Ealing), Ltd.; Ealing 36,267 
*A. W. Coles (C ntractors), Lid, “Kensington 36,211 
Comparable estimate of architects in private 
practice responsible for work is £36,820. 


Erecting and equipping Woodberry nt compre- 
hensive high sch. (Stoke Newington and Hackney 


North) :— 

ig & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich . £494,777 
a Gorrets & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 490,216 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam... 484.806 

E. H. Smith (Croydon), Lid., Croydon ... 484,791 

A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 483,671 

Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 483,220 

Rush & Tompkins, ‘Ltd., Sidcup 482,158 


Tersons, Ltd., Seward- st., E.C.1 76,738 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. Westminster... 47 

*Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth 
Architect’s comparable estimate is * £417, 455. 
Repair of war qreee. and completion of exten- 

sion at Poplar tech. col. 

Sloggetts (Contgactors), Tid., segungee.-. be 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C.2 .. 30,879 


Fred & Thorne, Ltd., Isle of Dogs ne Sete 
Thomas Bates & Son, Lid., Harold Wood ... 30,510 
Griggs & Son, Ltd. . Westminster . 30,314 
FS Dean, Ltd., Leyton ... 29,513 
J. & H. Rooff, Ltd., Plaistow ... 29,427 
Halse & Sons,’ Ltd., Woolwich . Rie 29,103 
*H. C. Horswill, Lid., Forest Gate ... 


7 28,726 

Comparable estimate of a es architects re- 
sponsible for work is £30,600. 

Extension of University House day nursery, Vic 
toria Park-sq., Bethnal Green: *R. J. Adams, Ltd., 
£9,478 ; extension of South:Western general ‘ambu- 
lance ‘station, Landor-rd., Lambeth: *Hunter & 
Clark (Southern), Ltd., £9017; war-damage yooh 
Brockwell Park lido: “Grace & Marsh, Ltd. 8; 
formation of running — Finsbury Parke 
En-Taut-Cas Co 

Marlow (Bucks) Hiouses at Little Marlow-rd. 
estate for U.D.C.: L. Jameson & Sons, Ltd., 
Marlow, £16,919 a) Lid., 
Slough, £11,364 (8) 

-Middleton.—160 houses at Brookside, for B.C.: 

A a Mitchell, Ltd., Acresfieldrd., Boarshaw, 
Muda leton. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—12 houses at Benton-rd., and 
The Crescent. Architects: S. J. Stephenson & Gillis, 


*Lawrence Weaver, 
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Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle: *William 
Smelton, 125, Westgate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-On-Tyne.—Nine old people’s houses on 
Section “ D” of Spree la. estate, for Citv Coun- 
cil. G. Kenyon, City A.: *J Gardner, Ltd., St. 
Cuthbert’s-rd., Gateshead. £9,251. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Further houses for B.C.: 
*“Madew & Wardle, Ltd. (100 at Earls-dr. estate); 
*H. Stubbs (22 at Bradwell) ; *H. Lainton & Sons (7 
at Bradwell); *Richards & Woodward, Ltd. (11 and 
4 maisonettes at Clayton); *R. Nabney (8 and 4 
maisonettes at Clayton). (All of Newcastle.) 

A eo m.—~120 houses at Fernwood estate, for 

C.: os. Bow, 45, Lamertine-st., Nottingham. 

Rette—- Soamepes sch. at Barton-rd., Carlton, for 
C.C,: *A. G. Clower, Ltd., Daybrook-sq., Notting- 
ham, £165,993 

Peterborough.—Erection of new trades school at 
Westwood orks for Baker, Perkins, Ltd.: ‘*J. 
Cracknell, Ltd., Huntly-grove, Peterborough. 

Port Glasgow.—Erection of 60 houses at Park 
Farm, Gallahill site for the Corporation: *Black- 
burn (Dumbarton), Ltd. (Subject to D.HS. 
approval.) 

Richmond.—14 houses at Colburnta., Catterick 
Camp, for R.D.C. Architect: Norman Dent, Finkle- 
st.-chbrs.: tC, Chapleo &-Sons, Grove Sawmills, 
Leyburn, Yorks, £18,375. 
perv ‘ee fv Pg aa "3... Ue ra 

rrington a 0 uarry, Appleton); * 
Williams (24 at Bridge-la., Froad ahem 

Salford.—36 flats at Devonshire-rd., Pend] 

T.C.: *Direct Labour, £58,925. . — 
Sedgley.—18 houses at Summer-la. site, for U.D.C.: 
Tomlinson Bros. (Sedglev), Ltd., Wolverhampton- 

td., £29,460. 

Shipley.—148 houses at Owlet Hall 
U.D.C.: *Direct Labour, £206,807. an 

South Shields.—Works for T.C. J. Reid, 

100 non-traditional houses: *Wimpey & & Co. hia: 
Orchard House, Jesmond, Newcast!e-on-Tyne; three 
blocks of three-storey flats a, Raver-dr. and 


Heugh-ter.: “Carruthers & Son Heugh-ter. 
South Shields, £26,265; 100 “K ae i: 
Myton Lin Hen Dadntes houses: 


Spennymoor.—New 
Marshall & & Tweedy, 
st., Newcastle-on- yne : 
Ltd., Ferryhill, Co. Durham. 


Startforth.—12 houses at Mickleton, for R.D. 
Architect: H. B. Richardson, 3 nl Igy Da: 
lington: *Bussey & Armstrong, Darlington, £17,891. 

Stirlingshire.—Erection of 74 houses for the Scot- 
tish Special Housing Association, Ltd., at the 
Berestene site, St. Ninians. J, Austin Bent (A.), 
15, Palmerstone-pl., Edinburgh. Excavation, brick 
and allied building works: *Robert Beatson & ot 
Alloa, Joinery, carpentry and allied works: B. 
Bennet (Glasgow), Ltd., Kilayth. Glasing” ‘and 
allied works: *L. 8. Wright & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 
Plaster, lathing and allied works: *MacKenzie & 
Co. td., 4. Painting, decorating and allied 
T. Roland, Ltd., Dunfermline, Fifeshire. 


Seong Teont~- Motes at Blurton Farm estat 

No. 2, for T.C.: *J. H. Broadhurst & Son, “Tid, 

£44, 959 (34); *F. Foster & Sons, Ltd., £25,712 (20); 

to suites, & pat vt “hha et Bros., 
ailey be 4 

$ ain bse i organ 


Ltd., J. Emery, 
5 hole otk of Stoke.) . 


ae bank. Architects: 
Grain a2 House, 36, Blackett 
W. Lazenby & & Co., 


works: *A, 


4 
Ltd., Basford, £35,085 (26). 


Sunderiand.— Erection of St. Cuthbert’s R.C. jun. 
and inf. sch. at Grindon. Architects: Matkin. & 
Hawkins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sun- 
deriland: +A. V. Clerey & Son; 14, Frederick-st., 
Sunderland. 

Sutton Coldfield—Houses for B.C. at Falcon 
Lodge estate: *Butler Bros. (Birmingham), Ltd., 
150, Sutton-rd., £61,922 (47); *Crossley Bros. 
(Builders), Ltd. 111, Albert-st., £22,423 (17); 

Jones, 37, Hansons Bridge-rd. , £20,832 (16). 

Tipton.—20 flats at ai West t; f 
bars Labour, £59,002 ta aad 


uth.—24 flats a Redburn-view, for T.C. 

ro O’Herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North 

Shields, B.E.: *3. H. Rogers, North Shields (in 
place of tender vitieoet 


Walisend.—12 houses, for T.C,: 
Archer-st., Wallsend. 


Walsall.—Houses for B.C:: *United Construction 
(Walsall), Ltd., £99,481 (72 at Gipsy-la.); *Direct 
Labour, £68,066 (54 at Brockhurst-cres.); *Rock & 
Downes, Ltd., Birmingham-rd., Aldridge, £52,287 
(33 at Gipsy-ia.). 


Phy, yeaiace .—12 dwellings at Endlesham-rd. site, 
The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., S.W.2 £28,950 
en x Bros. (Wimbledon), Ltd., Oe 28,715 

H. Franklin & Sons, Ltd., 8.W.6 
f Be peti. ie. ‘i 17 

iver ns, Ltd. 

& “Miskin & Sons, Ltd., awe 
Harold & Bertram. iiae SWie 
Soar & Co., Ltd., 8.E.16 Ss 
Perrys (Ealing), Ltd.. W5° 
T. Ringham & Co., Ltd., ach 
z Troy . Co., 

C. Costin (1948), itd., ‘Kenton 

9 


Fiowits & Co., 2 
*Westminster ‘< Country Estates, Ltd. 
(In ~ of contract* previously placed.) 


*J. H. James, 


sSRuRUERESES 


‘ Wandsworth, 


vary 
oO 
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(a) Completion of 68 flats and day nursery form- 
ham-cres. 
site, which works were formerly the subject of a 


ing first phase of development of Cla; 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


CONTINUES TO EXPAND 
AND IS THE LARGEST 


NATIONAL ORGANISATION 


IN THE INDUSTRY 


MEMBERSHIP 
OVER 


10,750 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 paa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write : 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, London"’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


contract between the Council and Unera Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd. (in liquidation); and (b) erection of 
further 115 flats forming second phase of develop- 
ment of gite: 


Thos. Bates "é Son, Ltd., j OOS eet 
Wm. Willett, Ltd., 469,940 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd.. Wem 475,278 
M. J. Gieeson (Contractors), Tt, “North 
Cheam aR aa 471,748 
Benparer, Ltd., §.W.7 ee ws. 472,940 
Griggs & Son: Ltd , S.W 462,230 
a onane Collis, Ltd. Great Queen- st., 
fos 448,988 
Bc of three- storey block of 12 flats at Baldry- 
gdns., Streatham :— 
Brading & Partners, et ee. + ees 
Linzells, Ltd., S.W.15 30,466 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd 30,130 
Woodcock Bros. Whinbledon, “a, ‘S.W.i9 29,974 
J. A. Proctor, ar ean 29,510 
R. Patten, Ltd., 29,039 


Tamworth’ Park "Eeannecees: "Co., “Ltd. 
Mitcham 28,844 
*Eason & Sutton, Ltd., Beckenham, Kent . 
Erection of two- and three-storey block of ‘16 flats 
at Rashleigh-st., Clapham 


Beas Partners, West t Wickham -- a 496 

F. Ltd. ie 38,794 
| ry ¢ Chapman, itd., Croydon :.. 463 
T. Ringham & Co., Ltd., §.W.19_... 38,320 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., ad 37,798 


Flowitt & Co., Ltd., 8.W. 37,673 
ber ar sg Bros. (Wimbledon), ‘Ltd., “S.W.19 37,043 
& C. Costin (1948), Ltd., Harrow . ,777 

Mclaughlin = Harvey, Lid., Highbury 
Grove, N.5 . 36,402 


Completion of " work of ‘erecting 4g ‘flats “in two 
four-storey blocks at Hazelhurst-rd. site (formerly 
the subject of a contract between the Counci] and 


J. Jonking. Ltd.) :-— 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd. Pre 


STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALE TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savey Sense, Ay ht By trand, London, W.C.2 
: TEMple Bar 5621 


Boyle's -.zz,- Ventilator 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 





























May 16 1952 

?. z, Binge am & Co., Ltd. bed gee HELO 
leeson (Contractors) Tid: <..:. .-» 85,750 

Prank Bilton (London), Bate <i «-» 84,820 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. +» 83,200 


“Taylor Woodrow Construction; ‘Lita. 80,135 


Erection of standard type (Type A) three-storey 
block of six flats at East Hill site: 


Siggs & Chapman, Ltd., Croydon ide .. £14,790 
Brading & Partners, West Wickham . 14,229 
Woodcock Bros. (Wimbledon), Ltd., ‘SW 19 145034 
Oliver & Sons, Ltd., S.W.9 13,846 

re zy ‘Harrold & ey itd , We ... 13,83: 
R. Patten es AL «: 39 + 13,780 
jon. git 13,545" 


Flowitt & Co., bia: S.W De bis 
*R. J. Adams, “Ltd., viobarr iB pte 12,966 
Warinaret on.— Houses at Orford, for Po. OWA, 
H td., + View, Knutsford- a. Grappen: 
ne nf eo os *W. L. Callinor, 2, Brian-ave., 
Clough, Albert-rd., Puree’ 
steal C1032 re i) of arrington.) 
Wolverhampton.—New sch. at Rake Gate, for 
EC.: *A. & = Astbury, Watling-st., Bridgtown, 
Cannock, £66,54 
Workington. sd houses at Northside estate, for 
B.C.: *John Twiname, Ltd. (lump sum contract). 








BROADS WuHitE GLAZED 


CHANNELS ol g 


LABORATORIES, SCHOOLS, 
KITCHENS, HOSPITALS, etc., etc. 
BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 








= 
THE ESSEX STEEL YW 
SCAFFOLDING C2I2 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 50622 


SALES, HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES ~ 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 





























GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
Registered Office : Works : 
. 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
Bad KENT 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


Bexley Heath‘ 5651-4 
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